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REGARDING RESPONSES TO SUPPLIERS’ QUESTIONS  
 
Public limited liability company “Vilniaus vystymo kompanija” (hereinafter – the Contracting Authority), while conducting the “Architectural Design Competition for the Vilnius Congress Centre” (CPV IS No. 5544883) procurement (hereinafter – the Procurement), having received suppliers’ questions, hereby provides responses to those questions. The submitted responses are considered an integral part of the Procurement documents, and their provisions prevail over previously published provisions of the Procurement documents. 
In order to avoid misinterpretation, suppliers’ questions are quoted exactly as submitted via CVP IS tools (text not edited).  
	No.
	Question
	Answer / Clarifications

	1.  
	Hello,
We would like to clarify the documents required in SPS Annex 5 for foreign specialists. Under the documents attesting to the qualification is a note that, "documents certifying the qualifications of foreign specialists* must be issued in Lithuania no later than by the date of submission of proposals." Our specialists holds a certificate (ARB) issued in a state of the EEA area, does this then require further translation or clarification with the Lithuanian Chamber of Architects?

Can the competition organizers clarify the exact documents that need to be submitted to demonstrate the required level of qualification for foreign specialists.
	The qualification of a specialist from a foreign country (EU, EEA or the Swiss Confederation) must be formally recognised in Lithuania by the proposal submission deadline, as required under Annex 5 of the Procurement Conditions

For specific documents regarding the suitability for the qualification requirements and submission, please contact the Lithuanian Chamber of Architects and/or the State Enterprise Construction Sector Development Agency.


	2. 
	According to Annex 5 of the Procurement Conditions, qualification requirements are defined with reference to specific specialists who must hold professional rights and relevant project experience. Please clarify whether, in the case of participation by a group of economic operators, the following scenario would be considered compliant:

One partner established in Lithuania, employing specialists who hold the required Lithuanian professional licenses to act as design managers / architects of special structures, but who do not have experience with a ≥10,000 m² public non-residential building; Another partner established in the United Kingdom, employing specialists who have experience as lead designers / architects on public non-residential buildings of ≥10,000 m², but whose professional licenses are issued in the United Kingdom.
In such a joint partnership:
1. Is it permissible that the professional license and the ≥10,000 m² project experience are held by different specialists within the group of economic operators, provided that each performs the relevant part of the contract?

2. Alternatively, would a UK-licensed specialist license would be considered as meeting the qualification requirements set out in Annex 5?
This clarification is requested in order to ensure correct structuring of joint participation and full compliance with the Procurement Conditions.
	






1. In accordance with Annex SPS-5 of the Procurement Conditions, a proposal may be submitted by a group of economic operators. However, please note that the professional rights and project experience (public-use building of ≥10,000 m²) specified in the qualification requirements must be met by the same specialist, and therefore these criteria may not be divided among different individuals.
2. Specialists from third countries (i.e., countries that are not EU or EEA Member States or the Swiss Confederation) are required, pursuant to the laws of the Republic of Lithuania, to obtain a valid professional qualification certificate recognised in Lithuania. Such certificates are issued in Lithuania by the Lithuanian Chamber of Architects and the Construction Sector Development Agency (SSVA).

	3. 
	Good day,
1. In the submitted competition materials, Annex KU 2_Topographic Plan and Annex KU 3_Integrated part of the layout do not coincide with the boundary of the integrated layout. Which annex should be followed?
2. The Halls provided in the project task are described as flat, without columns, permanent chairs or podiums. Is it possible to design balconies? Is it possible to design stationary seating in the main hall. Especially in the balconies, if they can be installed according to the task.
3. Is it mandatory to follow the provided traffic organization scheme during events, or is it possible to propose your own traffic organization scheme?
	1.The document to be followed is Annex KU 2 “Topographical Plan”.
The Contracting Authority is providing an updated version of KU 3 Annex_outline of the physical model (Updated Version).
2.The design of balconies and permanent seating areas is not recommended.
It is strongly advised to take into account international convention venue design guidelines and recommendations used by global event organisers.
3.The traffic management scheme provided in the tender documents has been prepared by transport planning specialists, taking into consideration experience from large-scale events in Vilnius, and its use is recommended.
Where duly justified, tenderers may propose an alternative traffic management solution, provided that it meets safety, capacity and functional requirements.

	4. 
	To Whom It May Concern,
We have a few questions regarding qualification requirements no. 1 and no. 2 as listed on Annex 5.

1. We interpret the phrase "special structure" in no. 1 as alluding to the building’s load-bearing structure, while the same phrase in no. 2 would to a building with a special public program and scale. If that is so, it would seem that no. 1 must be met by a structural engineer and no. 2, by an architect. Is that correct?
2. It is required that the project manager of the design of the architectural part (no. 2) "must have prepared at least 1 architectural part of a technical design or technical working design for the reconstruction or new construction of a special structure, a non-residential (public use) building with a total area of no less than 10,000 sq. m."
 
Our team's portfolio features a public library project of over 10,000 sq. m. built within the last 10 years. Would you please confirm that a public library of such as significant scale qualifies as a "special structure" as pertinent to the requirements of this competition?

3. The specialist we would like to propose as project manager meeting requirement no. 2 is an architect based in a non-European country where no special qualification or degree is required to build buildings located within the territory of a cultural heritage object, its protection zone, or a cultural heritage site. In his country, any architect with a regular architecture degree who's licensed to build qualifies to build buildings within such protected areas near a cultural heritage site or monument.

a. In such a scenario, must our specialist still obtain a document certifying his qualification (to build near a cultural heritage object) issued in Lithuania (no later than by the date of submission of proposals)? Or, that is not necessary?
 
b. If it is, is it just a formality — i.e., can we have the guarantee that our specialist will obtain such a Lithuanian approval document in advance? We need to know that from the start in order to understand whether or not we can participate in the competition.
 
c. Do the same criteria apply to the structural engineer who must meet qualification requirement no. 1 (if in fact it is such a professional that must meet that requirement, as per the previous question above)?

	1. The term “special building” used in the procurement documents refers to a building category defined by the Law on Construction of the Republic of Lithuania and relevant secondary legislation, and it applies equally to both Qualification Requirements No. 1 and No. 2. These roles may be performed either by two different specialists, or by the same specialist, provided that the individual meets both qualification requirements.
2. At this stage of the procedure, the Contracting Authority does not evaluate whether tenderers meet the qualification requirements set out in the procurement documents.
The definition of a special building is established in the Law on Construction of the Republic of Lithuania and related legal acts.
3a. Please note that specialists from third countries (i.e., countries that are not EU or EEA Member States or the Swiss Confederation) are required, under the legislation of the Republic of Lithuania, to obtain a valid professional qualification certificate recognised in Lithuania. Such certificates are issued in Lithuania by the Lithuanian Chamber of Architects and the Construction Sector Development Agency (SSVA).
3b.With regard to whether a foreign specialist’s qualifications meet the requirements set out in the procurement documents, tenderers are advised to contact the Lithuanian Chamber of Architects and/or the Construction Sector Development Agency, as these institutions are responsible for qualification recognition.
3c.The qualification requirements applicable to specialists are set out in Annex No. 5 of the SPS.





ATTACHED DOCUMENT

KU 3 Annex_outline of the physical model (Updated Version) .dwg file.







Prepared by: Public Procurement Specialist Vaida Adamkevičiūtė, tel. +37069641225, el. p. vaida. adamkeviciute@vilniausvystymas.lt
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