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ON THE STATE NUCLEAR POWER SAFETY INSPECTORATE CLARIFICATION OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE PROCUREMENT NO. 5569220 OF CONSULTING SERVICES ON REVIEW OF THE TECHNICAL DESIGN DOCUMENTATION AND ITS SAFETY JUSTIFICATION FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE IGNALINA NUCLEAR POWER PLANT BITUMINIZED RADIOACTIVE WASTE STORAGE FACILITY AND UPGRADE TO THE DISPOSAL FACILITY

The State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate (hereinafter referred to as VATESI) is conducting a public procurement for "Consulting services related to the review of the technical design and safety-justifying project documentation for the reconstruction and transformation of the bituminized radioactive waste storage facility into a waste disposal site" (procurement number 5569220, hereinafter referred to as the Procurement) through an open competition, and has received a request from a supplier to clarify/precisely define the Procurement documents through the Central Public Procurement Information System.
The VATESI public procurement commission provides answers to the submitted questions:

	
	QUESTION:
	ANSWER:

	1. 
	Can you please clarify if during the execution of task n.1 activities, the review of the design includes the performance of indipendent structural calculations or the use of specific software to model the structure, loads, etc of the deposit design? 
	The subject of this procurement is consulting services related to the review of design documentation (technical design and PSAR and other relevant documents) for the reconstruction of the bituminized radioactive waste storage and its conversion into a waste repository. In accordance with clauses 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3 of the Technical Specification (hereinafter referred to as TS) of this procurement, the Supplier must provide scientific and technical support to VATESI, following the Schedule, the requirements and conditions set out in the TS, as well as the nuclear, radiation, and physical safety requirements and standards set out in the laws of the Republic of Lithuania, standards, and IAEA documents, and, pursuant to subsections 3.1 and 3.2, shall also provide recommendations and specific proposals for the improvement, optimization, refinement, and adjustment of the solutions identified in the design documentation.
Subparagraph 14.1.2.2.4 of Part A of the Procurement Conditions defines the following functions for the category of experts in civil engineering and construction mechanics: review of the nuclear facility‘s design, safety justification and investigation documents (parts of the documents) in relation to the review of the design assumptions, modelling, calculations and evaluation of test results, ageing management of structures, systems and components that affect safety and/or perform safety functions (including existing and/or to be designed. It is also stated in this subparagraph (c) that experts must have experience in drafting at least one technical design and/or safety justification documents or part thereof for a radioactive waste management facility and/or experience in carrying out the regulatory review of at least one of such documents or part thereof. Therefore, in order to properly provide consulting services and scientific-technical support, these experts must have practical experience in performing structural load modelling using specialized software. Confirmatory calculations are one of the possible components of the regulator's review to help identify possible deficiencies in the safety analysis, the safety margin or the degree of conservatism and they strengthen confidence in the decision taking.
Thus, in integrative manner assessing the above-mentioned requirements of sub-paragraphs 2.2, 3.1 – 3.3 of the TS, the functions set out in Sub-paragraph 14.1.2.2.4 of Part A of the Procurement conditions and the requirements for experts of this category, the procured services also include the performance of independent confirmatory calculations  and modelling to the extent necessary in order to ascertain whether the results of the assessments provided in the documents under review are correct, thus providing high-quality and full-fledged scientific-technical support to VATESI.

	2.
	Can you please clarify if the review of the PSAR includes the indipendent calculation (by means of specific software) of radiactive dispertion and doses evaluations as consequence of the postulated accident scenarios (already assumed in the PSAR)?
	Clause 14.1.2.2.3 of the Procurement conditions sets requirements for experts of the safety analysis expert category. Subsection (c) specifies experience in drafting at least one technical design and/or safety justification documents or part thereof for a radioactive waste management facility, including repositories, and/or experience in carrying out the regulatory review of at least one of such documents or part thereof. Subsection (d) specifies experience in assessing the development scenarios of radioactive waste repositories and the effectiveness of safety barriers, experience in assessing the dispersion of radionuclides in the environment. Therefore, in order to properly carry out consultancy services and scientific-technical support, these experts must have practical experience performing radionuclide dispersion and dose assessment calculations using specialized software.
Similarly, subsection 14.1.2.2.5 of the Procurement Conditions sets requirements for radiation safety category experts. Part (c) of the subsection specifies experience in drafting at least one technical design and/or safety justification documents or part thereof for a radioactive waste management facility and/or experience in carrying out the regulatory review of at least one of such documents or part thereof. Therefore, to properly carry out consulting services and scientific-technical support, these experts must have practical experience in performing dose assessment calculations.
The Procurement conditions do not foresee the assessment of radionuclide dispersion and dose calculations (using special software). When performing review of the documents and providing comments to the applicant, it is intended that the applicant shall carry out the necessary additional analysis and calculations.

	3.
	With reference to the tender files, we noticed that the file named "11_A_B_C_D_CONDITIONS_OF_TENDER_LT (2025-12-22).pdf" is partially translated into english in several separated files, also the draft contract (part E) is not available, can you please clarify how to access to the english versions? 
	Please be informed that the full version of the Terms and Conditions of Purchase is prepared only in Lithuanian. Only the Qualification requirements, the Supplier's Offer Document Forms, the ESPD and the Technical Specification are prepared and submitted in English. There are no other parts of the terms and conditions of this procurement in English and it is not planned to translate them into English.

	4.
	Can you please clarify if the contact will be in english or lithuanian language?
	Clause 24.1 of Part B of the Procurement conditions "Service Procurement Agreement" stipulates that the Agreement is concluded in the Lithuanian language. If the Agreement or any document forming part of it is concluded in another language or translated into another language, only the text of the Agreement prepared in Lithuanian shall be considered authentic in all cases (in case of discrepancies, the Lithuanian text shall prevail). 
We also draw your attention to the requirements and conditions regarding the language of design documentation and other documents set forth in clause 4.4 of these Procurement conditions.

	5.
	We kindly request a time extension for the submission of the offer in order to better compose the team of experts and
	We inform you that, considering the supplier's request, VATESI has decided to change the deadlines specified in Section 2 of Part A of the Procurement Documents, setting them out as follows:
"2.1. The deadlines for public procurement are specified in Lithuanian time:
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.1.1. The contracting authority must receive the request for clarification of the procurement documents no later than 2026-02-24 inclusive.
2.1.2. The response to the supplier's request for clarification of the procurement documents must be sent in such a way that the supplier receives it no later than 2026-03-02 inclusive.
2.1.3. End of the deadline for submission of offers: 2026-03-09 at 10:00 AM
2.1.4. Date of the meeting for initial familiarization with the offers: 2026-03-09."

	6.
	We would like to kindly ask for a clarification regarding the contract duration indicated in the contract notice.
In section 5.1.3 (Estimated duration) of the attached contract notice, the duration is stated as “1 155 Days”. As there is a space between the digits, it is not entirely clear whether the intended duration is 155 days or 1,155 days.
We would appreciate your confirmation of the correct contract duration.
	We confirm that the intended duration of the contract mentioned in the announcement is 1,155 days.  
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