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1. [bookmark: _Toc232415130][bookmark: _Toc335201954][bookmark: _Toc147739116]Definitions and abbreviations
1.1. CC – Civil Code of the Republic of Lithuania.
1.2. CVP IS - Central Public Procurement Information System, at https://viesiejipirkimai.lt. 
1.3. Tenderer – a supplier submitting a Tender.
1.4. Final Tender –the final tender submitted by the Tenderer in accordance with the format set out in the Procurement Conditions, together with the supporting documents, setting out the matters agreed in the negotiations, including the other information required by the Procurement Conditions, and on the basis of which the Tenderer is prepared to sign the contract. 
1.5. Candidate –a Supplier who has expressed in writing his willingness to be invited or who has already been invited to submit a Proposal.
1.6. Commission – public procurement commission
1.7. Quasi-supplier –a professional whose qualifications are relied upon by the supplier and who, at the time of the submission of the tender, is not yet an employee of the supplier, or of the economic operator on whose behalf the supplier relies, but who is intended to be employed in the event of the tender being declared successful.
1.8. Application –a set of documents and data submitted in writing by a Supplier expressing its wish to participate in this Procurement.
1.9. Tender – the set of documents submitted by the Tenderer to the Contracting Authority in accordance with the requirements of the Procuremenet Conditions. It should be noted that the Tender shall refer to the Initial Tender and the Final Tender unless it is specifically stated that the Tender refers to the Initial Tender or the Final Tender.
1.8. Procurement – this procurement carried out by the Contracting Authority.
1.9. Initial Tender – the totality of the documents submitted by the Tenderer to the Contracting Authority prior to the negotiation.
1.10. Regulation[footnoteRef:2] – Council Regulation (EU) 2022/576 of 8 April 2022 amending Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 concerning restrictive measures in view of the actions of Russia to destabilise the situation in Ukraine. [2:  Regulation (EU) 2022/576 of the Council of the European Union of 8 April 2022 amending Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 concerning restrictive measures in view of the actions of Russia in destabilising the situation in Ukraine; see https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/LT/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32022R0576&from=EN] 

1.11. Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 – Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 2014 on electronic identification and trust services for electronic transactions in the internal market and repealing Directive 1999/93/EC (OJ 2014 L 273, p. 73).
1.12. Notice – a Procurement Notice.
1.10. Sub-supplier – sub-supplier, sub-subcontractor, natural or legal person who will actually perform the contract or part of the contract to be awarded, and whose qualifications are not relied on by the supplier in accordance with Article 33(3) of the PPDL for the purposes of meeting the qualification requirements. Subcontractors shall not include natural or legal persons who are merely fulfilling contractual obligations towards the supplier but who will not actually perform the contract or part of the contract to be awarded.
1.13. Contract – public sale and purchase agreement. 
1.14. PPDL –Public Procurement Law in the Field of Defence and Security of the Republic of Lithuania. 
1.15. PPL – Public Procurement Law of the Republic of Lithuania.
1.16. Economic operator whose capacities are relied upon– the natural or legal person on whose capacities the supplier relies, in accordance with Article 33(3) of the PPDL, in order to meet the qualification requirements. Relying economic operators do not include natural or legal persons who merely fulfil contractual obligations towards the supplier, but are not relied upon by the supplier to meet the contracting authority's qualification requirements, in accordance with Article 33 of the PPDL.
1.17. Other terms used in the Procurement Documents are consistent with the terms used in the PPDL/PPL.
1.18. The Procurement is carried out by the Procurement Commission appointed by the CPVA. 
1.19. Should you have any doubt as to the transparency of this Procurement, feel free to report it anonymously:
1.20. by calling the telephone number +370 5 2748730;
1.21. by sending a message to the general e-mail address info@cpva.lt;
1.22. by sending a message to the e-mail address skaidrumas@cpva.lt to the CPVA’s Working Group which is set to analyse the probability of corruption occurrences.
1.23. More information: https://cpva.lt/en/corruption-prevention.
2. [bookmark: _Toc232415131]Terms
2.1. The contracting authority shall set the following time limits for the procurement:
	
	
	DATE/NUMBER OF DAYS/TIME
(Lithuanian time)
	NOTES

	2.1.1. 
	Deadline for submission of applications
	specified in the Notice
	The contracting authority has the right to extend the time limit for the submission of tenders. The time limit shall be fixed in the notice in accordance with the provisions of the PPDL.

	2.1.2. 
	Initial familiarisation with Applications received via CVP IS
	On the closing date specified in the notice, no earlier than 30 minutes after the closing date for submission of applications
	See Chapter 13 of the General Part of the Procurement Conditions " "Familiarisation with the applications"

	2.1.3. 
	Deadline for submission of initial, final tenders
	The deadline for submission of initial, final tenders will be specified in the call for initial, final tenders.
	

	2.1.4. 
	The Contracting Authority shall inform the Candidate of the outcome of the evaluation of the Application no later than
	3 working days from the date of the decision
	See Chapter 14 "Evaluation of tenders" of the General Part of the Purchase Conditions

	2.1.5. 
	Candidates/Tenderers must submit requests for clarification, revision of the Procurement Documents no later than
	10 days before the deadline for receipt of applications/tenders
	See Chapter 6 of the General Part of the Procurement Conditions, "Explanations and Clarifications to the Procurement Documents"

	2.1.6. 
	The contracting authority shall, on its own initiative or in response to suppliers' requests, provide all suppliers with an explanation or clarification of the Procurement Documents no later than
	6 days before the deadline for receipt of applications/tenders, if additional information is requested in time
	See Chapter 6 of the General Part of the Procurement Conditions, "Explanations and Clarifications to the Procurement Documents"

	2.1.7. 
	Initial familiarisation with tenders received via CVP IS
	Exact date, hour, minute (Republic of Lithuania time) indicated in the invitation to submit tenders
	See Chapter 17 "Evaluation of initial tenders" and Chapter 19 "Submission of the final tender" of the Procurement Conditions

	2.1.8. 
	The Contracting Authority shall inform the Participants of the rejection of the tender and the reasons for such rejection not later than within
	3 working days from the date of the decision
	See Chapter 17 "Evaluation of initial tenders" and Chapter 19 "Submission of the final tender" of the Procurement Conditions

	2.1.9. 
	The contracting authority shall notify the candidates and tenderers concerned of the decision taken to identify the successful tender for the award of the procurement contract no later than
	3 working days from the date of the decision
	See Chapter 23 of the Procurement Conditions, "Information on the results of the Procurement Procedures"

	2.1.10. 
	The contracting authority shall, at the written request of the Candidate or tenderer, provide him with the information specified in Article 47(2) of the Law no later than within
	15 days from the date of receipt of a written request from a tenderer or Candidate
	See Chapter 23 of the Procurement Conditions, "Information on the results of the Procurement Procedures"

	2.1.11. 
	The Contracting Authority may not conclude the Procurement Contract before the expiry of the standstill period, which may not be less than
	10 days from the date of notification to the tenderers of the decision to identify the successful tender
	See Chapter 24 "Conclusion of the Contract" of the Procurement Conditions

	2.1.12. 
	The Supplier shall have the right to file a complaint with the Contracting Authority, make a request or bring an application before a court not later than
	10 days from the date of notification in writing of the Contracting Authority's decision to the suppliers or from the date of publication of the Contracting Authority's decision
	See Chapter 25 of the Procurement Conditions, "Claims, actions and handling of claims"

	2.1.13. 
	The contracting authority may not award the contract, after having examined the complaint, until after
	10 days from the date of written notification of its decision to the complaining supplier, the Candidates and tenderers concerned
	See Chapter 25 of the Procurement Conditions, "Claims, actions and handling of claims"

	2.1.14. 
	 The contracting authority must examine the claim and take a reasoned decision no later than
	5 working days after receipt of the claim
	The contracting authority must notify the complaining supplier, the Candidates and the tenderers concerned in writing of the decision taken no later than the following working day, and inform them of any change in the time limits of the procurement procedure previously notified.



3. [bookmark: _Toc232415132]General provisions
3.1. [bookmark: _Hlk187326433][bookmark: _Hlk187326457]The Contracting Authority shall invite suppliers to participate in the Procurement by negotiated procedure to procure the Procurement object, the Technical Specification of which is provided in Annex 2 “Technical Specification” to the Procurement Conditions.
3.2. The procurement shall be carried out by means of the CVP IS, in accordance with the provisions of the PPDL LPPL, CC, other legal acts governing public procurement and the execution of this contract, the Procurement Documents, and in compliance with the principles of equality, non-discrimination, transparency, mutual recognition, proportionality and the requirements of confidentiality and impartiality. The provisions of the PPDL shall apply directly to matters not covered by the Procurement Documents.
3.3. The contracting authority shall carry out the negotiated procedure in the following phases:
3.3.1. announces the Procurement in accordance with the procedure laid down in Articles 45 and 46 of the PPDL, inviting suppliers to submit Tenders. 
3.3.2. verifies that the Candidates meet the qualification requirements set out in the Specific Conditions and, where applicable, the required standards of the quality management system and/or environmental management system;
3.3.3. carry out the qualification selection of the Candidates in accordance with the procedures and criteria set out in the Procurement Documents, if such selection is provided for in the Special Conditions;
3.3.4. invite the selected Candidates simultaneously in writing to submit Initial Tenders;
3.3.5. negotiate with the Tenderers whose Initial and Subsequent Tenders comply with the minimum requirements set out in the Procurement Documents, in accordance with the procedures set out in the Procurement Conditions, and request them to submit Final Tenders. The Contracting Authority shall not be obliged to ask for a Final Tender in the case of a single supplier participating in the negotiated procedure, as well as in other cases specified in the Special Part of the Procurement Conditions.
3.3.6. valuates the Final Tenders and determines the successful tenderer.
3.4. The Procurement Documents shall consist of:
3.4.1. the prior information notice (if published);
3.4.2. the Notice;
3.4.3. the Procurement Conditions, consisting of:
3.4.3.1. the General Conditions;
3.4.3.2. the Special Conditions and their Annexes;
3.4.4. explanations/clarifications to the procurement documents, as well as answers to suppliers' questions (if any);
3.4.5. any other information made available by the Contracting Authority by means of the CVP IS.
3.5. In the event of any contradictions or inconsistencies between the Notice and the Procurement Conditions, the information contained in the Notice shall be deemed to be correct.
3.6. In the event of any inconsistencies or discrepancies between the Special Conditions and the General Conditions, the information contained in the Special Conditions shall be deemed to be correct.
3.7. In the event of any contradictions or inconsistencies between the Special Conditions and the Annexes, the information set out in the Special Conditions shall be deemed to be correct.
3.8. If the Contracting Authority revises the Procurement Documents, the more recent revisions shall take precedence over earlier revisions. Suppliers shall be guided by the latest published version of the Procurement Documents and the latest clarifications and revisions to the Procurement Documents. 
3.9. The Contracting Authority will terminate the Procurement Procedures if it appears that the principles set out in Article 6(1) of the PPDL have been violated and the situation cannot be remedied.
3.10. The Contracting Authority may also exercise the right to terminate the procurement procedures it has initiated in the event of unforeseeable circumstances, including the discovery of material errors in the Procurement Documents which render the Procurement unviable or which would result in the acquisition of a subject-matter which does not meet its needs. 
3.11.  The Contracting Authority shall not reimburse the Candidate and/or the Tenderer for any costs incurred in connection with the receipt of the Procurement Documents, the preparation of the Applications or Tenders, etc., including costs incurred as a result of the Contracting Authority being obliged to terminate the Procurement Procedures or being ordered to terminate the Procurement Procedures by the Procurement Service or by the court, in accordance with the provisions of the PPDL.
3.12. Where the Special Conditions specify that observers may be invited to attend the meetings of the Commission, representatives of state and municipal institutions or bodies (except civil servants and state politicians in political (personal) trust), who have submitted a mandate from the represented entity (hereinafter referred to as "observers") may attend the meetings of the Commission in the capacity of observer. Observers will be allowed to participate in the procurement procedures only after signing a confidentiality undertaking, declaring their private interests in accordance with the procedure established by the Law on the Coordination of Public and Private Interests, and for persons who are not obliged to declare their private interests - after signing a declaration of impartiality of the form established by the Public Procurement Service in cooperation with the High Official Ethics Commission. If the Contracting Authority receives reasonable information that the observer may be involved in a conflict of interest situation and has not withdrawn from the monitoring of the procurement, the head of the Contracting Authority or his/her authorised representative shall suspend the participation of that person in the monitoring of the procurement and shall carry out a review of the activities of that person in relation to the procurement. If the Contracting Authority finds that the person concerned has entered into a conflict of interest situation, it shall exclude him/her from the monitoring of the procurement in accordance with the Law on Coordination of Public and Private Interests. Other conditions for the participation of observers are set out in the Special Conditions of Procurement. Unless otherwise specified in the Special Conditions of Procurement, the following procedure shall apply: a maximum of 2 observers per institution or body may participate and a maximum of 6 observers may participate in a procurement procedure. An observer wishing to participate in a meeting of the Commission may send a copy of the mandate stating the specific procurement procedures (e.g. opening of envelopes and/or examination of tenders) in which he/she wishes to participate, together with his/her contact details, to the contacts indicated throughout the procurement procedure. The availability and exact time of the Commission meeting will be communicated to the contacts indicated no later than 2 working days after receipt of the observer's mandate. If the Contracting Authority receives more requests to observe the procurement procedure than the maximum number of observers to be invited, the earliest requesting observers will be invited to observe. Representatives of the Public Procurement Service may attend Commission meetings on their own initiative in any case, irrespective of whether this possibility is provided for in the Special Procurement Conditions.
3.13. The time limits applicable to the Procurement shall be set out in the Special Conditions and in Section 2 of the General Conditions.
3.14. The Contracting Authority shall assume that all Suppliers are familiar with the Procurement Documents and with the legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania regulating public procurement, the conclusion and performance of contracts, and other legal acts, the provisions of which may govern any relationship between the Contracting Authority and the Suppliers arising out of, or in connection with, the Procurement Procedures.

4. [bookmark: _Toc232415133]Object of the procurement
4.1. The object of the Procurement to be acquired by the Contracting Authority shall be described and the subdivision of the object of the Procurement shall be set out in the Special Conditions. The requirements for the object of the Procurement shall be set out in the Special Conditions and/or their Annexes. If the Procurement is divided into lots, the Applications and Tenders submitted by the suppliers shall be accepted separately for each lot.
4.2. A Supplier may submit only one Tender and one Application, or, if the Special Conditions specify that the object of the Procurement is to be divided into lots for each of which a separate contract is to be awarded, a Supplier may submit to the Contracting Authority one Tender and one Application in respect of any one, more than one, or all of the lots, as specified by the Contracting Authority in the Special Conditions. The Tenderer must submit a Tender for the entire scope of the Procurement (or lot).
4.3. Tenderer submitting a Tender, either on its own or as a member of a group of suppliers, shall not be prohibited from acting as a subcontractor to another Tenderer or as an economic operator whose capacities are relied upon by another Tenderer in the same Procurement.
4.4. Where, in describing the object of the procurement, the technical specification refers to a particular model or source of supply, a particular process specific to the goods or services supplied by a particular supplier, or to a trademark, patent, types, specific origin or manufacture, each such reference shall be deemed to be accompanied by the words "or equivalent". 
4.5. If the technical specification refers to a standard, technical certificate or general technical specification (a Lithuanian standard transposing a European standard, a European Technical Assessment Validation Document, a general technical specification for information and communication technologies, an international standard, other technical standardisation systems established by the European standardisation organisations, national standards, national technical certificates or national technical specifications relating to the design of works, the calculation and execution of estimates and the use of goods), each such reference shall be deemed to be accompanied by the words 'or equivalent'.
5. [bookmark: _Toc232415134]Means of communication and exchange of information between the contracting authority and suppliers
5.1. Information on the contact details of the Contracting Authority's staff or Members of the Commission who are authorised to communicate directly with suppliers and to receive communications from them (other than through intermediaries) in connection with the procurement procedures is given in the Notice.
5.2. The Procurement Documents and any clarifications and amendments thereto shall be published on the CVP IS at https://viesiejipirkimai.lt. The Contracting Authority shall not provide suppliers with a paper version of the Procurement Documents. Suppliers shall keep a close watch on the explanations and additions to the Procurement Documents posted on the CVP IS and on the notifications received through the CVP IS.
5.3. Only suppliers registered on the CVP IS may participate in the procurement and submit an Application and a Tender. Suppliers may register with the CVP IS at https://viesiejipirkimai.lt. 
5.4. Communication and exchange of information between the Contracting Authority and the suppliers shall take place through the CVP IS tools, except for:
5.4.1. in the event of a mobilisation, war or state of emergency, if there are irregularities in the CVP IS which prevent the communication and exchange of information between the Contracting Authority and the Supplier using the CVP IS;
5.4.2. during the signing or termination, performance or modification of contracts, where the Contracting Authority specifies other means of communication;
5.4.3. the conduct of negotiations. The Contracting Authority shall have the right to conduct negotiations by means of contact and/or teleconference or other remote means, informing the Participants invited to the negotiations in advance of this and the exact methods and procedures for accessing the negotiations.
5.5. Applications and/or Tenders shall be submitted by means of the CVP IS, using the 'Tender Box'. Instructions on how to submit an Application and/or a Application are published on the website of the Public Procurement Service. [footnoteRef:3] [3: https://vpt.lrv.lt/en/methodical-assistance/] 

5.6. Applications and/or Tenders submitted by means of CVP-IS correspondence without following the submission procedure set out in Clause 5.5 of the General Conditions and/or the Special Conditions will be deemed not to have been received and will not be evaluated. Applications and/or Tenders not submitted by means of the CVP IS (e.g. on paper in envelopes) will be returned to the suppliers, will be considered as not having been received and will not be evaluated.
6. [bookmark: _Pirkimo_dokumentų_paaiškinimai][bookmark: _Toc232415135]Explanations and clarifications of the procurement documents 
6.1. Suppliers may, by the means and within the time limits set out in Chapter 5 "Means of communication and exchange of information between the Contracting Authority and the suppliers" and Chapter 2 "Time limits" of the General Conditions, request the Contracting Authority to clarify or revise the Procurement Documents.
6.2. Suppliers shall be proactive and submit questions or requests for clarification of the Procurement Documents as soon as they have analysed them, bearing in mind that the time limit for submitting questions and requests is limited. Explanations and clarifications of the Procurement Documents shall be published by means of the CVP IS and sent to the supplier who has made the request and to all suppliers who have joined the procurement, without disclosing the identity of the supplier who made the request. Where clarifications or adaptations are provided at the initiative of the Contracting Authority, they shall be published by means of the CVP IS and communicated to the suppliers connected to the procurement. Before submitting a Tender/ Application, the Supplier is advised to check whether the Contracting Authority has published any clarifications or revisions to the Procurement Documents, and if so, to check whether the previously submitted Tender is in conformity with the latest published requirements and whether the Tender needs to be revised.
6.3. If the Contracting Authority fails to provide clarifications or revisions by the deadline specified in Chapter 2 of the General Conditions (after the supplier has submitted a timely request for clarification or revision), the deadline for the submission of Tenders and/or Applications shall be extended by at least as long as the delay in submitting them.
6.4. [bookmark: _Ref37079740]The Contracting Authority may, on its own initiative, clarify/revise the Procurement Documents at any time before the deadline for the submission of Applications and/or Tenders. Depending on the nature of such clarification, the Contracting Authority will decide on the postponement of the deadline for submission of Applications and/or Tenders. If the Contracting Authority is unable to provide clarifications to the Procurement Documents by the deadline referred to in Chapter 2 of the General Conditions, the Contracting Authority will postpone the deadline for the submission of Applications and/or Tenders. In the event of revisions to the information published in the Notice, the Contracting Authority will revise the Notice and, if necessary, extend the deadline for submission of Bids and/or Tenders by a reasonable period of time. No substantial changes may be made to the terms of the contract which would have allowed participation of other candidates than those initially selected, or the procurement procedure would have attracted more tenderers.
6.5. Where meetings with suppliers are foreseen for the purpose of clarification of the Procurement Documents and/or inspection of the subject-matter of the Procurement, the details of such meetings and the procedure for such meetings shall be set out in the Special Conditions.
7. [bookmark: _Tiekėjų_kvalifikacijos_reikalavimai][bookmark: _Toc232415136]Qualification requirements for suppliers
7.1. The qualification requirements and/or requirements for compliance with the standards of the quality management system and/or the environmental management system, and the documents supporting their compliance, shall be those specified in the Special Conditions.
7.2. Where the supplier's qualifications with regard to the right to engage in the activity in question have not been verified or have not been verified to the full extent, the supplier shall undertake to the Contracting Authority that the Procurement Contract will be performed only by persons who are qualified to do so.
7.3. The Contracting Authority shall have the right to require that documents issued in the country of the foreign supplier confirming the supplier's eligibility be legalised in accordance with the Schedule of Procedures for the Legalisation of Documents and the Certification of Documents by Apostille approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania in 2006. The supplier shall comply with the procedures laid down in the Apostille Regulations of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania, in accordance with Resolution No 1079 of 30 October 2006, and the Hague Convention of 5 October 1961 on the Abolition of Legalisation of Documents Issued in Foreign Countries, unless the document is exempted from the legalisation and/or Apostille under the international treaties of the Republic of Lithuania or the legal acts of the European Union.
8. [bookmark: _Toc232415137]Qualification of Candidates
8.1. Where the Special Conditions specify that there shall be no qualification of Candidates, all Candidates whose Applications are not rejected will be invited to submit Initial Proposals. Where the Special Conditions specify that the Procurement is to be divided into lots, all Candidates for the relevant lot whose Tenders submitted for that lot will not be rejected will be invited to submit Initial Proposals.
8.2. Where the Special Conditions specify that qualification of Candidates is to be carried out, it shall be carried out only among Candidates who meet the qualification requirements and, where applicable, the standards of the quality management system and/or the environmental management system established by the Contracting Authority. If a qualifying selection of Candidates is carried out, it shall be carried out in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Special Conditions, in accordance with these Rules:
8.2.1. The Contracting Authority shall specify in the Procurement Notice the objective and non-discriminatory qualification requirements and rules, the minimum and, where appropriate, the maximum number of Candidates to be invited. The minimum number of Candidates to be invited shall not be less than 3.
8.2.2. No fewer Candidates shall be invited to submit a Tender than the minimum number of Candidates to be invited as determined by the Contracting Authority. If fewer Candidates than the minimum number of Candidates to be invited meet the prescribed requirements for qualification and, where applicable, quality management system and/or environmental management system standards, the Contracting Authority may not invite other Suppliers who have not submitted a Proposal or Candidates who do not comply with the prescribed requirements for qualification and, where applicable, quality management system and/or environmental management standards, to take part in the Procurement.
9. [bookmark: _Toc232415138]Drawing on the capacities of economic operators
9.1. An Candidate or tenderer may rely on the economic, financial, technical and professional capacities of other economic operators, in accordance with Article 33(3) of the PPDL, to meet the qualification requirements set out in the Special Conditions, irrespective of the legal nature of the relationship with those economic operators. These economic operators shall be deemed to include quasi-suppliers.
9.2. A supplier wishing to rely on the capacities of other economic operators must indicate them in the Tender and provide documentation demonstrating that the resources of the economic operator whose capacities it relies on will be made available to the supplier during the entire period of performance of the contract. The Contracting Authority shall accept from the supplier any means of proof to that effect when verifying that the resources of the other economic operators on whose behalf it relies will be available. A supplier who has not indicated that he relies on the capacities (qualifications) of other economic operators, but does not itself meet the qualification requirements set out in the Special Conditions, shall not be entitled to use (designate) new operators to meet the qualification requirements after the deadline for submission of Applications/Tenders. If the entity whose capacity is relied upon meets at least one of the grounds for exclusion of a subcontractor set out in the Procurement Documents, the Contracting Authority shall require the Supplier to replace the entity in question with a compliant (non-excluded) entity within a time limit set by the Contracting Authority.
9.3.  An Candidate may rely on the capacities of other economic operators, provided that these economic operators comply with the reliability requirements set by the contracting authority. Under the same conditions, a group of economic operators may rely on the capacities of members of the group of economic operators or of other economic operators.
9.4. A Supplier that does not indicate that it relies on the capacities of other economic operators but does not itself meet the qualification requirements set out in the Special Conditions shall not be entitled to use (designate) new entities to meet the qualification requirements after the deadline for submission of the Application and/or Tender(s). 
9.5. Different Suppliers may rely on the capacities of the same economic operators.
9.6. A group of suppliers may rely on the capacities of members of the group or of other economic operators, subject to the conditions set out in this Chapter of the Procurement Conditions.
9.7. Where a supplier relies on the capacities of economic operators, subject to the economic and financial capacity requirements laid down in the Special Conditions, the supplier and the economic operators whose capacities are relied on shall be jointly and severally liable for the performance of the contract (unless otherwise specified in the Special Conditions).
10. [bookmark: _Toc232415139]Use of sub-suppliers
10.1. The Supplier must indicate in its Application or Tender for which part of the Contract, and for which sub-suppliers, if known at the time of the submission of the Application, the Supplier intends to use. 
10.2. Different suppliers may use the same sub-suppliers, but this may not lead to prohibited agreements.
10.3. After the award of the contract, but no later than the start of performance of the contract, the successful supplier shall undertake to inform the Contracting Authority of the names, contact details and representatives of the sub-suppliers known at the time. The Contracting Authority shall also require the supplier to keep itself informed of any changes in the above information throughout the performance of the contract, as well as of any new sub-suppliers which it intends to use at a later stage. 
11. [bookmark: _Toc232415140]Participation of a supplier group
11.1. A group of suppliers may submit a Application and/or a Tender. The group of suppliers must provide a copy of the joint operating agreement. The Joint Operating Agreement must state:
11.1.1. the composition of the group of suppliers and the obligations of each participant in the group of suppliers in the performance of the contract envisaged to be concluded with the Contracting Authority;
11.1.2. the joint and several liability of each participant in the supplier group, individually and jointly, for failure to fulfil its obligations and commitments to the Contracting Authority (irrespective of its contribution under the joint operating agreement);
11.1.3. which participant in this contract is authorised to submit the Application and the Tender on behalf of the group of suppliers and, if the Tender is successful, to sign the contract with the Contracting Authority, to submit invoices for settlement (payments will be made to only one of the participants in the joint operation agreement), to sign documents relating to the performance of the contract (authorised participant), etc.
11.2. Following negotiations in accordance with clause 11.1.1, the information on the obligations of the members of the group of suppliers in the Joint Operating Agreement may be clarified without changing the composition of the group of suppliers.  
11.3. Unless otherwise specified in the Special Conditions, the Contracting Authority shall not require that, following the award of the successful Tender submitted by a group of suppliers and the offer to conclude a contract, the group of suppliers shall take a particular legal form.
12. [bookmark: _Toc232415141]Requirements for the preparation and submission of applications
12.1. The Application shall be prepared in accordance with Annex 3 to the Procurement Conditions "Application Form".
12.2. The Application must be submitted by the closing date for the submission of Applications specified in the Notice. The Contracting Authority shall not be liable for Applications not received or received late due to communication and telecommunication failure, CVP IS malfunctions or other unforeseen circumstances. In view of this, suppliers are encouraged to prepare their Applications in such a way as to allow sufficient time for their timely and correct submission. Applications received after the deadline for the submission of Applications will not be evaluated. In the event of a malfunction of the Central Public Procurement Information System, suppliers shall take the actions provided for in the Recommendations on the actions to be taken by procuring entities and suppliers in the event of a malfunction of the Central Public Procurement Information System, approved by the Order of the Director of the Office of Public Procurement of 15 March 2018 No 1S-31.
12.3. A Supplier may submit only one Application (or, if the Procurement is divided into lots, one Application per lot), irrespective of whether it participates in the Procurement individually or as a member of a group of suppliers. If a Supplier submits more than one Application (more than one Application per Lot in the case of a division into lots) and/or participates as a member of a group of suppliers in several Applications for the same Procurement (more than one Application for the same Lot in the case of a division into lots), all such Applications will be rejected.
12.4.  The Contracting Authority shall have the right to extend the deadline for the submission of Applications before the expiry of the deadline for the submission of Applications. The Contracting Authority shall announce the new deadline for the submission of Applications in accordance with the procedure set out in Chapter 5 of the General Conditions and shall notify by means of the CVP IS to all suppliers connected to the Procurement.
12.5. Before the deadline for the submission of Applications has expired, the Supplier shall have the right to modify or withdraw its Application by means of the CVP IS. In order to withdraw or modify an Application, the Supplier shall click on 'Withdraw Application' in the CVP IS Proposal window. After the deadline for the submission of Proposals, such an amendment or a notification that the Application is withdrawn will not be considered valid.
12.6. o resubmit a cancelled and amended Application, the Supplier must resubmit it. 
12.7. Suppliers shall not submit Initial Tenders together with their Application. If a Supplier submits an Initial Tender with the Application, only the Application will be considered, and the submitted Initial Tender will be deemed not to have been received and will not be considered.  
12.8. A Supplier submitting an Application, either independently or as a member of a group of Suppliers, shall not be prohibited from acting as a sub-supplier to another Supplier (or other group of Suppliers), or as an economic operator whose capacities are relied upon by another Supplier (or other group of Suppliers), in the same procurement.
12.9. The application must be signed with a qualified electronic signature complying with the requirements of Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 or be accompanied by a document certified by a physical signature and scanned.
12.10. [bookmark: _Hlk504996590]Suppliers must submit the Application and the documents submitted with it and all the components of the Application in electronic form (either by direct electronic means or by digital copies of the documents), using CVP IS (upload the required documents in the 'Attached Documents' line of the Proposal window). The CVP IS can be accessed at https://pirkimai.eviesiejipirkimai.lt. The documents to be submitted must be available in non-discriminatory, commonly available data formats (e.g. doc, docx, adoc, pdf, xls, xlsx, jpg, jpeg, pps, ppsx, gif or other). In the event that documents are submitted in data file formats other than those established by the Contracting Authority and/or generally available to the public and the Contracting Authority is unable to access the document, the document will be deemed not to have been submitted. Applications submitted by means of CVP IS correspondence will not be evaluated. Applications submitted on paper will be returned and will not be evaluated.
12.11. The application must be in English. If the documents submitted with the Application cannot be submitted in Lithuanian and/or English, these documents must be submitted in the original language, accompanied by a translation into Lithuanian or English (the translation must be certified by the signature of the person who made the translation). In the event of a dispute, the documents or the translation of the documents shall take precedence, except in the case of a document guaranteeing the validity of the tender, where the original text shall take precedence.
12.12. [bookmark: _Hlk506032819]The following Annexes shall be attached to the Application:
12.12.1. documents attesting to the minimum qualification requirements;
12.12.2. the Candidate's Power of Attorney or other equivalent document authorising the person to sign the Application and to submit it by means of the CVP IS;
12.12.3. a copy of the Joint Operating Agreement if the joint Application is submitted by a group of suppliers;
12.12.4. documents demonstrating that the resources of the economic operator on whose capacity the supplier relies will be made available to the supplier;
12.12.5. a Supplier declaration (in accordance with the form of Annex 8 to the Procurement Conditions).
12.13. The Supplier must clearly indicate in the Application which information is confidential in accordance with Article 13 of the PPDL. If such information is not specified in the Application, then any information contained in the submitted Application will be deemed not to be confidential. If the Contracting Authority has doubts as to whether a particular piece of information has been reasonably identified as confidential, it must contact the Supplier and ask it to justify the confidentiality of the information. If the supplier does not provide such evidence within the time limit set by the Contracting Authority (which shall not be less than 3 working days) or does not provide reasoned arguments and/or evidence that the information has been reasonably identified as confidential, the information will be deemed to be non-confidential.
12.14. The Contracting Authority does not require the validity of the tender to be guaranteed by means of a document, but reserves the right to apply to the court for compensation for damages caused by the fact that, after the expiry of the period for the submission of tenders, the Supplier changes or cancels his tender during the period of validity of the tender or the successful Supplier refuses to conclude the contract.
13. [bookmark: _Toc232415142]Familiarisation with the applications
13.1. [bookmark: _Ref39756072]Initial inspection of Applications received by means of the CVP IS shall commence at the date, time and minute set out in the Notice.  
13.2. Information on Candidates and Tenderers will be made available to other Candidates and Tenderers after the decision on the successful tender has been taken.
14. [bookmark: _Paraiškų_vertinimas][bookmark: _Toc232415143]Evaluation of applications
14.1. Applications will be evaluated by the Commission. Applications will be evaluated in the absence of the Candidates and/or their authorised representatives. If the Procurement Object is divided into lots, the Applications submitted for each lot of the Procurement Object shall be evaluated and decided separately for each lot and for the Candidates submitting them.
14.2. After an initial examination of the Applications, the Contracting Authority shall examine the Applications:
14.2.1. assess whether the Application complies with the requirements set out in the Notice and in the Procurement Documents that are not relevant to the subject-matter of the Procurement, including the provisions on the prohibition to submit or participate in multiple Applications;
14.2.2. verify that the Candidate, the economic operators on whose behalf the Candidate relies and, where applicable, subcontractors meet the qualification requirements and, where applicable, the standards of the quality management system and the environmental management system, and, after having taken a decision on the compliance of each Candidate with the requirements, inform each Candidate in writing of the results of this verification within the time limit set out in Chapter 2, "Time limits", of the General Part, giving the reasons for the decisions taken. Only those Candidates who meet the qualification requirements of the Contracting Authority and, where applicable, the standards of the quality management and/or environmental management system, shall be entitled to participate in subsequent procurement procedures.
14.2.3. where the Special Conditions provide for the qualification of Candidates, it shall carry out the qualification of Candidates in accordance with the procedures set out in the Procurement Conditions. This clause shall not apply if:
14.2.3.1. the minimum number of Candidates specified in the Procurement Documents, or a number of Candidates less than the minimum number of Candidates specified in the Procurement Documents, has submitted an application; or
14.2.3.2. the rejection of the Applications submitted would result in the selection of the Qualification among the minimum number of Candidates provided for in the Procurement Documents or among a smaller number of Candidates than the minimum number of Candidates provided for in the Procurement Documents.
14.3. If, during the examination of the Applications submitted, the Contracting Authority establishes that the Supplier has provided inaccurate, incomplete or erroneous documents or data concerning compliance with the requirements of the Procurement Documents, or has failed to do so, the Contracting Authority may, without prejudice to the principles of equality and transparency, request the Supplier to revise, supplement or clarify the documents in question within a reasonable period of time fixed by it. The data and/or documents may be revised, clarified or supplemented in accordance with the procedure and on the grounds set out in Article 28 of the PPDL, in accordance with the rules laid down by the Public Procurement Office[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Rules for clarifying, supplementing or explaining proposals] 

14.4. The Contracting Authority may refuse to evaluate the Supplier's Application in its entirety if, after examining part of the Application, it finds that, in accordance with the requirements of the Procurement Documents, the Application must be rejected.
15. [bookmark: _Toc232415144]Grounds for rejection of applications
15.1. The Application submitted by a Candidate shall be rejected if at least one of the following conditions applies:
15.1.1. the Candidate, or the economic operator on whose behalf it relies, or a sub-supplier (if they are also subject to qualification requirements in accordance with the Procurement Conditions), does not comply with the minimum qualification requirements set out in the Procurement Documents or has not, at the request of the Contracting Authority, corrected any inaccurate or incomplete information concerning its qualifications;
15.1.2. the application does not comply with the requirements set out in the procurement documents;
15.1.3. the Candidate fails to clarify the tender within the time limit set by the contracting authority;
15.1.4. the Candidate has not, within the time limit set by the Contracting Authority as referred to in point 14.3 of the General Conditions, clarified, completed or submitted the documents to be submitted with the Application: the Joint Operating Agreement, the supplier's authorisation for a person to sign the Application, or any other documents required to be submitted in accordance with the Procurement Conditions;
15.1.5. failure to comply with the requirements relating to national security set out in the Special Conditions (where applicable);
15.1.6. in any other cases specified in the PPDL and/or the Procurement Conditions.
15.2. The Candidate shall be informed in writing of the rejection of the Application and the reasons for such rejection by means of the CVP IS.

16. [bookmark: _Reikalavimai_pasiūlymų_rengimui][bookmark: _Toc232415145]Requirements for the preparation and submission of Tenders
16.1. Candidates invited to negotiate must submit an Initial Tender. The initial tender submitted by the Tenderer will serve as the basis for further negotiations with a view to agreeing on the objectives set out in the Special Conditions.
16.2. The Tender shall be prepared and submitted in accordance with the requirements of the Procurement Conditions, using the Tender Form in accordance with Annex 4 of the Special Part of the Procurement Conditions.
16.3. The Tender shall be in English. If the documents submitted with the Tender cannot be submitted in English or in Lithuanian, these documents must be submitted in the original language, accompanied by a translation into English or Lithuanian (the translation must be certified by the signature of the person who made the translation).
16.4. The tender must be signed with a qualified electronic signature in accordance with the requirements of Regulation (EU) No 910/2014, or be accompanied by a document certified by a physical signature and scanned. 
16.5. The Tenderer must submit the Tender and the documents submitted with it and all components of the Tender in electronic form (either directly produced by electronic means or by submitting digital copies of the documents) using the CVP IS tools.
16.6. The Tender must be submitted by the deadline set out in Chapter 2 "Deadlines" of the General Conditions. The Contracting Authority shall not be liable for Tenders not received or received late as a result of communication and telecommunication facilities, malfunctions of the CVP IS or other unforeseen circumstances. In view of this, suppliers are invited to prepare their Tenders in such a way as to allow sufficient time for their timely and proper submission. Tenders received after the deadline for the submission of Tenders will not be evaluated. In the event of a malfunction of the Central Public Procurement Information System, the suppliers shall take the actions provided for in the Guidelines on the actions to be taken by the procuring entities and suppliers in the event of a malfunction of the Central Public Procurement Information System, approved by the Order of the Director of the Office of Public Procurement of 15 March 2018 No 1S-31.
16.7. The price shall be quoted in euro. If the prices are quoted in a foreign currency, they shall be converted into euro in accordance with the indicative euro/foreign exchange rate published by the European Central Bank, and in cases where the indicative euro/foreign exchange rate is not published by the European Central Bank, in accordance with the indicative euro/foreign exchange rate determined and published by the Bank of Lithuania on the day of submission of the tenders.
16.8. The total price of the tender, including VAT, shall be quoted to two decimal places. The components of the price or the rates constituting this price may be expressed without limitation as to the number of decimal places. The prices quoted by tenderers will be evaluated and compared inclusive of all taxes, including VAT.
16.9. The calculation of the price shall take into account the full scope and requirements of the object of the purchase, the components of the price, etc., as specified in the Procurement Documents. VAT shall be indicated separately. If the Tenderer is not subject to VAT, it shall indicate this in the Tender, stating the legal basis. The Tenderer shall assess whether it will not become subject to VAT during the performance of the contract. If the Tenderer will become subject to VAT during the performance of the contract, the Tenderer shall indicate the price including VAT. The prices of the tenders will be evaluated and compared inclusive of all taxes, including VAT. The Tender price must include all taxes and all other direct and indirect costs and charges incurred and/or likely to be incurred by the Tenderer in connection with the supply of the Goods, including, but not limited to, (except where the Procurement Documents expressly state that certain specific costs are not to be included in the Contract price).
16.10. The Tenderer shall clearly indicate in the Tender which information in the Tender is confidential, in accordance with Article 13 of the PPDL. If the Tenderer does not indicate such information in the Tender, then any information contained in the Tender shall be deemed to be non-confidential. However, the characteristics of the Tender to be taken into account in the evaluation of the Tenders shall not be considered as confidential information. In addition, the information referred to in Article 13(2) of the PPDL shall not be considered as confidential information of the Tender. If the Contracting Authority has doubts as to whether a particular piece of information has been reasonably identified as confidential, it must ask the Tenderer to justify the confidentiality of the information. If the Tenderer fails to provide such evidence within the time limit specified by the Contracting Authority (which shall not be less than 3 working days), or fails to provide reasoned arguments and/or evidence that the information has been reasonably identified as confidential, the information shall be deemed to be non-confidential. Upon receipt of a Tenderer's request for access to the Tenderer's tender containing confidential information, the Contracting Authority will provide such information as is necessary for the Tenderer to decide on the need to protect its legitimate interests (on a case-by-case basis) (e.g., by providing a summary of the aspects of the Tender and the technical characteristics of the aspects of the Tender in such a way as to prevent the identification of confidential information).
16.11. The Tender shall be valid for the period specified in Annex 4 to the Special Conditions. 
16.12. The Contracting Authority shall have the right to request the Tenderers to extend the validity of the Tender up to the time limit specified. 
16.13. Before the deadline for the submission of Tenders has expired, a Tenderer shall have the right to modify or withdraw its Tender by means of the CVP IS. In order to resubmit a cancelled or modified Tender, the Tenderer must resubmit it. In order to withdraw or modify the Tender, the Tenderer shall click on 'Withdraw Tender' in the CVP IS Tender window. After the deadline for the submission of Tenders, any such modification of the Tender or notification that the Tender is withdrawn shall not be considered valid.
16.14. The Contracting Authority shall not require security for the Tender.
16.15. No alternative Tender may be submitted. If a Tenderer submits more than one Tender and/or participates as a member of a group of suppliers in the submission of multiple Tenders for the same Procurement, all such Tenders will be rejected.

17. [bookmark: _Pirminių_pasiūlymų_vertinimas][bookmark: _Toc232415146]Evaluation of initial tenders
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17.1. Initial Tenders will be examined by electronic means in the absence of representatives of interested tenderers on the date, time and minute specified in the invitation to submit Initial Tenders.
17.2. The evaluation of initial tenders shall verify whether:
17.2.1. the Initial Tender has been submitted in its entirety to the extent required by the Special Conditions;
17.2.2. no more than one Initial Tender is submitted where the Special Conditions prohibit it, or an alternative tender is submitted where the Special Conditions require it;
17.2.3. the period of validity of the Original Tender is not shorter than that requested;
17.2.4. the initial tender complies with the minimum requirements set out in the Special Conditions, non-negotiable terms and conditions;
17.2.5. The compliance of the Proposed Goods with the requirements of the Technical Specifications.
17.3. the Contracting Authority may refuse to evaluate the whole of the Initial Tender if, after having examined part of it, it finds that, in accordance with the requirements of the Procurement Conditions, the Initial Tender must be rejected.
17.4. Tenderers whose Initial Tenders comply with the requirements laid down will be invited to negotiate (except in the cases specified in the Procurement Conditions where negotiations are not conducted).
17.5. If it is found that the Tenderer's Initial Tender does not meet any of the relevant requirements referred to in Clause 17.2 of this Chapter, and if the Tenderer fails to clarify, revise the Initial Tender or remedy the deficiencies in the Initial Tender within the time limit set by the Contracting Authority (where the nature of the deficiency is capable of remedy in accordance with the provisions of these Conditions of Procurement and the provisions of the PPDL), the Tenderer's Initial Tender will be rejected. Tenderers whose Initial Tenders are rejected shall be informed of the reasons for the rejection.

18. [bookmark: _Toc232415147]Conducting negotiations

18.1. The Contracting Authority shall ask the Participant to confirm its participation in the negotiations. If the Participant is unable to attend the negotiations at the appointed time for valid reasons, it shall inform the Contracting Authority so that another date for the negotiations can be agreed. If the Participant fails to confirm its participation in the negotiations or fails to appear at the time fixed for the negotiations, the Contracting Authority shall reject the Participant's Initial Tender and any subsequent tender(s), if any, except where:
18.1.1. the negotiations are for price and the deadline for delivery of the goods only;
18.1.2. where the Contracting Authority chooses to treat the Initial Tenders as Final Tenders as specified in the Special Conditions.
18.2. In the Confirmation of Participation in Negotiations, the Participant shall designate the person(s) who will represent it in the negotiations. During the negotiations, the Contracting Authority shall deem this representative(s) to have the authority to conduct the negotiations and to enter into commitments on behalf of the Participant.
18.3. Negotiations shall be conducted in Lithuanian and/or English. Unless otherwise specified in the Special Conditions, foreign Participants shall arrange for proper translation of the entire negotiation procedure into a language they understand. The Contracting Authority shall not pay translation costs.
18.4. Negotiations will be conducted with each Participant individually on the basis of the Initial/Subsequent Tender (if any) submitted by it. 
18.5. Negotiations shall be conducted in the following order:  
18.5.1. negotiations will be conducted separately with each Participant on the matters to be discussed in the negotiations, as specified in the Special Terms and Conditions, relating to the Tender submitted by the Participant;
18.5.2. information provided by the Participant during the negotiations shall be treated as confidential and shall not be disclosed to interested Participants, except with the Participant's consent specifying the information that may be disclosed;
18.5.3. during the negotiations, the Participants shall be provided with the same information and shall negotiate only on the same issues, ensuring that the identity of the Participant concerned and confidential information identified by the Participant concerned are not disclosed;
18.5.4. each negotiation will continue until, in the opinion of the Contracting Authority, the matters under discussion are sufficiently detailed to enable the Participant to prepare a Final Tender on the basis of them;
18.6. In the course of the negotiations, the Contracting Authority may, taking into account the solutions provided by the Participants and the objectives of the negotiations as set out in the Special Conditions, modify the Technical Specification and/or other terms and conditions of the Procurement (if provided for in the Special Part of the Procurement Conditions), except for the ones that are not subject to negotiation. In such a case, all the Participants shall be informed simultaneously in writing of the modifications and, if the Contracting Authority so requests, the Participants shall submit updated tenders within a reasonable time.
18.7. The results of each negotiation session/negotiation will be recorded in a negotiation record (where applicable) signed by the authorised representative of the Participant and the Chairman of the Commission. The Participant will have the opportunity to comment on the negotiation record before signing it.

19. [bookmark: _Galutinio_pasiūlymo_pateikimas][bookmark: _Toc232415148]Submission of final tenders
19.1. At the end of the negotiations, interested Participants will be invited to submit a Final Tender, which shall consist of the documents specified in the Special Conditions and/or their Annexes. 
19.2. The Final Tender shall indicate the final price proposed and the final technical solutions, taking into account the results of the negotiations. Final tenders shall be submitted by the Participants by means of the CVP IS before the deadline specified in the Contracting Authority's invitation to submit Final Tenders. If the Participant fails to submit a Final Tender within the time limit, the Participant shall be deemed to have withdrawn its Tender, unless the Contracting Authority decides to treat the Participant's Initial Tenders as Final Tenders and has indicated this possibility in the Specific Conditions.
19.3. Final Tenders will be examined in the absence of the representatives of the Participants concerned. The date and place of the meeting at which the Final Tenders will be examined will be indicated in the invitation to submit Final Tenders.
19.4. The Final Tender submitted by a Participant may be encrypted. If a Participant chooses to submit an encrypted Final Tender, it shall:
19.4.1. submit an encrypted Final Tender by means of the CVP IS before the deadline for the submission of Final Tenders. Instructions on how to encrypt the final tender can be found on the website of the Public Procurement Service.[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  https://vpt.lrv.lt/en/methodical-assistance/] 

19.4.2. to provide a password by means of CVP IS correspondence before the beginning of the consultation of the Final Tenders received electronically (meeting), with which the Contracting Authority will be able to decrypt the Final Tender submitted. In the event of technical problems with the CVP IS, where the Participant is unable to provide the password via the CVP IS correspondence tool, the Participant shall have the right to provide the password by any other means of its choice: the Contracting Authority's official e-mail, fax or in writing. In this case, the Participant shall be proactive in ensuring that the password provided reaches the recipient in a timely manner (e.g., for example, by contacting the Contracting Authority by its official telephone number, and/or by any other method).
19.5. If the Participant fails to provide a password (through no fault of his/her own) prior to the start of the procedure/meeting for consultation of the Final Tenders, or if he/she has provided an incorrect password which has prevented the Contracting Authority from decrypting the Final Tender, the Participant's Tender shall be rejected for non-compliance with the requirements set out in the Procurement Conditions. 

20. [bookmark: _GALUTINIŲ_PASIŪLYMŲ_VERTINIMAS][bookmark: _Toc232415149]Evaluation of final tenders
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20.1. The Contracting Authority shall evaluate the Final Tenders and rank the Final Tenders in accordance with the criteria and procedures set out in the Procurement Conditions.
20.2. The tenders will be evaluated by the Commission. Experts (experts in the subject matter to be evaluated) may be used to evaluate the technical details of the tenders. Tenders will be evaluated in the absence of the suppliers and/or their authorised representatives.
20.3. After an initial inspection of the Final Tenders, the Contracting Authority shall:
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20.3.1. assess whether the Final Tender complies with the provisions of the Procurement Conditions, including the requirements relating to the subject matter of the Procurement, concerning the prohibition of alternative tenders;
20.3.2. examine, evaluate and compare the Final Tenders submitted in accordance with the provisions of the Procurement Conditions;  
20.3.3. check the Final Tenders for any errors in the calculation of price and/or costs;
20.3.4. assess whether the price and/or costs proposed are excessive and unacceptable to the Contracting Authority. The provisions of Article 28(5)(6) of the PPDL shall apply;
20.3.5. verify that no abnormally low price has been offered. If the price and/or costs of the Final Tender appear to be abnormally low, it shall request the Tenderer, by means of correspondence via the CVP IS, to justify, within a reasonable period of time set by the Contracting Authority, the price and/or costs of the object of the Contract or of the components of the object of the Contract as specified in the Final Tender;
20.3.6. Contacts the supplier that submitted the most economically advantageous tender and requests the submission of the relevant documents confirming compliance with the special requirements related to safeguarding national security interests, if such documents were not requested and assessed during earlier stages of the procurement procedure;
20.3.7. Non-compliance with at least one of the conditions related to safeguarding national security interests, as set out in Chapter 8 of the Special Part of the Procurement Conditions, has been identified;
20.3.8. The Contracting Authority may reject tenders on other grounds specified in the Special Part of the Procurement Conditions.
20.4. If the economic operator on whose capacity the Tenderer relies in accordance with Article 33(3) of the PPDL is in a situation where it meets at least one of the established grounds for exclusion, the Contracting Authority shall require the Tenderer to replace the said economic operator with another one within a time limit set by the Contracting Authority. Where the Procurement Conditions lay down grounds for exclusion for subcontractors whose capacities are not relied upon, the replacement of such subcontractors shall also be required in accordance with the provisions of this point.
20.5. If the supplier has provided inaccurate, incomplete or erroneous documents or particulars of compliance with the requirements of the Procurement Conditions, or has failed to provide them, the Contracting Authority shall request the supplier (where it is in a position to do so, without prejudice to the principles of equality and transparency) to clarify, supplement or explain such documents or particulars within a reasonable period of time set by it. The data and/or documents shall be corrected, clarified or supplemented in accordance with the rules laid down by the Public Procurement Office[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Rules for clarifying, supplementing or explaining tenders.] 

20.6. The Contracting Authority may not evaluate the Final Tender in its entirety if, after examining part of it, it finds that the Final Tender must be rejected in accordance with the requirements of the Procurement Conditions.

21. [bookmark: _Toc232415150]Grounds for rejection of final tenders
22.1.  
21.1. The Final tender submitted by the Participant shall be rejected and the Participant shall be excluded from the Procurement Procedure if any of the following conditions apply:
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
23.1. 
20. 
21. 
21.1. 
21.1.1. The tenderer does not meet the minimum qualification requirements laid down in the procurement documents, or has not, at the request of the contracting authority, corrected any inaccurate or incomplete particulars of its qualifications;
21.1.2. The tender does not comply with the requirements laid down in the procurement documents and its deficiencies cannot be corrected in accordance with the rules laid down by the Public Procurement Service; [footnoteRef:7];  [7:  Rules for clarifying, supplementing or explaining tenders.] 

21.1.3. the tenderer fails to clarify the tender within the time limit set by the Contracting Authority;
21.1.4. the tenderer has not, within the time limit set by it as referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, clarified, completed or submitted the documents referred to in the contract documents which are to be submitted together with the tender: the joint operation agreement, the supplier's power of attorney for a person to sign the tender or the tender, the document attesting to the validity of the tender;
21.1.5. the tenderer has failed to justify the abnormally low price;
21.1.6. the price quoted in the tender which comes first in the tender queue is excessive and unacceptable to the Contracting Authority. If the price quoted in the most economically advantageous tender is excessive and unacceptable and the contracting authority has not specified the amount of the funds to be used for the procurement in the procurement documents, the other tenders in the queue shall not be declared successful. A tendered price shall be deemed to be excessive if it exceeds the amount of the contracting authority's budget for the procurement, as determined and recorded in the documents drawn up by the contracting authority before the procurement procedure is launched. The amount of the funds available for the procurement may not be altered, provided that it is specified in the procurement documents. The amount of the funds available for the procurement, as fixed and recorded in the documents drawn up by the contracting authority prior to the start of the procurement procedure, may be modified where the prices proposed by the suppliers are acceptable to the contracting authority and the contracting authority can justify the acceptability of the prices;
21.1.7. The Contracting Authority may reject tenders on other grounds specified in the Special Conditions.
21.2. The Tenderer shall be informed in writing of the rejection of the Tender and the reasons for such rejection by means of the CVP IS.

22. [bookmark: _Toc232415151]Ranking of tenders and determination of the successful tenderer
22.1. After examination, evaluation and comparison of the Final Tenders submitted, the Contracting Authority shall determine the ranking of the tenders (except where only one supplier is invited to submit a tender, or submits a tender, or where only one supplier is left after the evaluation of the tenders), and shall determine the successful tender and take a decision on the award of the contract.
22.2. [bookmark: _Ref40443308][bookmark: _Toc48053181]The ranking of the tenders shall be determined in descending order of economic efficiency or ascending order of price. Where the criterion for evaluating the most economically advantageous tender is applied and the tenders of several suppliers are of equal economic value, or where the criterion for evaluating tenders is the lowest price and several tenders are submitted at the same price, the supplier whose tender has been submitted electronically the earliest shall be placed first in the ranking of the tenders in order to establish the ranking of tenders.

23. [bookmark: _Informavimas_apie_pirkimo][bookmark: _Toc232415152]Information on the outcome of procurement procedures
[bookmark: _Ref39425999][bookmark: _Ref39426005][bookmark: _Toc48053182]
24. 
25. 
23. 
23.1. The Contracting Authority shall notify the interested Candidates and the interested Tenderers of the decision taken to identify the successful tender for the award of the contract by means of the CVP-IS, indicating the ranking order of the tenders, the successful tender and the deadline for the postponement of the award, no later than the time limit set out in Chapter 2, "Time limits", of the decision taken to identify the successful tender by means of the CVP IS. The contracting authority shall also state the reasons for the decision not to award the contract or to reopen the procurement.
23.2. The contracting authority shall provide the following information on receipt of a written request from a Candidate or tenderer, at the latest within the time limit laid down in Chapter 2 “Time limits” of the Procurement Conditions:
[bookmark: part_61720ae8739a414bb3d07530a1b72450]1) for Candidates whose Applications have been rejected, the reasons for the rejection of the Applications;
[bookmark: part_ebef7a3e341840f89b8047f130df4f36]2) to the tenderer whose tender has been rejected, the reasons for the rejection of the tender, including, where applicable, information on the invocation of the provisions of Article 28(6) of the PPDL and Article 40(4) and (5) of the PPDL, as well as the reasons for any decision on non-equivalence or for a decision that the goods, services or works do not comply with the performance characterisation or the functional requirements, and the reasons for any decision on the non-conformity of the tenders to the requirements for the protection of information and security of supply;
[bookmark: part_f4f351214f9f4f7bbbd2eca48f1d45ee]3) for the unsuccessful tenderer, the characteristics of the successful tender and the comparative advantages which led to its being declared the winner, together with the name of the tenderer submitting that tender.
23.3. Interested Participants may, from the date of the Contracting Authority's notification to the Participants of its decision to determine the successful tender until the expiry of the standstill period, request the Contracting Authority to submit the successful tender. In such a case, the time limit set out in Article 62(1) of the PPDL and the standstill period shall be extended for an additional period starting from the date on which the interested Participant's request to submit the successful tender is submitted to the Contracting Authority and ending on the date on which the interested Participant is provided with the said tender. If the successful tenderer's tender is submitted on the same day on which it was requested, the time limit set out in Article 62(1) of the PPDL shall be extended by one working day. The contracting authority may make the successful tender available to interested tenderers by providing the information referred to in point 23.1.
 
24. [bookmark: _Sutarties_sudarymas][bookmark: _Toc232415153]Conclusion of the contract
24.1. The contract shall be awarded to the Participant whose Final Tender is declared successful in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Procurement Conditions, or, in the case of a division of the procurement into lots, to the Participants whose Final Tenders have been declared successful (the Contracting Authority reserves the possibility of deciding to award a single contract in respect of the lots in respect of which the same Participant has been declared the successful Tenderer).
24.2. The contract shall be awarded immediately, but not before the expiry of the standstill period set out in Chapter 2 of the General Conditions, unless the only interested tenderer is the tenderer to whom the contract is to be awarded and there are no interested Candidates. 
24.3. The successful tenderer shall be invited in writing to conclude the contract and shall be given a time by which it must conclude the contract.
24.4. A Tenderer shall be deemed to have refused to conclude a contract where at least one of the following applies:
24.4.1. the Tenderer refuses in writing to conclude the contract;
24.4.2. the Tenderer fails to provide a document confirming the security for performance of the Contract;
24.4.3. does not sign the contract by the time specified by the Contracting Authority;
24.4.4. refuses to conclude the contract on the terms and conditions laid down in the PPDL and the Procurement Documents;
24.4.5. fails to comply with any other conditions of entry into force set out in the Contract.
24.5. If the successful Tenderer refuses to enter into the Contract, the Contract shall be offered to the Tenderer whose Tender, in accordance with the established order of the Tenders, is the first after the Tenderer who refused to conclude the Contract, in accordance with Article 28 of the PPDL and the criteria and procedures set out in the Procurement Conditions. 
24.6. The Contract may not modify the final agreed price and terms of the Contract and the contract terms and conditions set out in the Procurement Documents and the Tender. The Contracting Authority shall not conclude the Procurement Contract with the successful Tenderer if it has received a decision of a competent authority to the effect that the intended contract is incompatible with the interests of national security (where applicable). In this case, the Final Tender shall be rejected.
24.7. The Contracting Authority shall publish the award of the contract in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 45 of the PPDL. 

25. [bookmark: _Teisė_ginčyti_Perkančiosios][bookmark: _Toc232415154]Filing and handling claims, lawsuits and complaints 
25.1. a Supplier who considers that the Contracting Authority has failed to comply with the requirements of the PPDL and has thereby infringed or will infringe its legitimate interests may apply to the District Court as a court of first instance in accordance with the procedure laid down in Chapter IV of the PPDL.
25.2. In order to challenge the decisions or actions of the Contracting Authority prior to the award of the Procurement Contract, the Supplier must first submit a claim to the Contracting Authority in writing (by fax, by electronic means, or by signature through a postal service provider or other suitable carrier). The decision of the Contracting Authority following the examination of the supplier's claim may be challenged before a court in accordance with the procedure laid down in Chapter IV of the PPDL.
25.3. The claim shall be examined in accordance with the following requirements:
   25.3.1. The contracting authority shall examine only those suppliers' claims which have been received before the date of the award of the contract and which have been submitted in accordance with the time limits laid down in Chapter 2, "Time limits", of the Procurement Conditions;
  25.3.2. The contracting authority shall not be obliged to examine claims submitted repeatedly in respect of the same decision taken or action taken by the contracting authority;
  25.3.3. The contracting authority shall, on receipt of a claim, immediately suspend the procurement procedure pending the examination of that claim and the decision;
  25.3.4. the contracting authority must examine the claim, take a reasoned decision no later than the time limit set out in Chapter 2 “Time limits” of the Procurement Conditions, and inform the supplier who has lodged the claim, the Candidates and the tenderers in writing of the decision taken no later than the following working day, as well as of any change in the time limits for the procurement procedure previously notified.
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