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1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk493856133]1.1. The Ministry of the Economy and Innovation of the Republic of Lithuania, legal entity code 188621919 (hereinafter – the Contracting Authority), intends to procure services for the implementation of a digital content project in a German media outlet (hereinafter – the Services). Under an authorisation, the procurement on behalf of the Contracting Authority is conducted by Invest Lithuania, public institution, legal entity code 124013427 (hereinafter – the Authorised Organisation). The Contract will be signed by the Contracting Authority. The Authorised Organisation shall perform the actions assigned to the Contracting Authority in the procurement documents, except for conclusion of the procurement contract.
1.1. The procurement will be conducted by electronic means in the Central Public Procurement Information System (hereinafter – CPP IS).
1.2. The principal terms used are defined in the Law on Public Procurement (hereinafter – the Public Procurement Law).
1.3. The procurement shall be conducted in accordance with the Law on Public Procurement of the Republic of Lithuania, the Description of the Procedure for Conducting Low-Value Procurement approved by Order No 1S-97 of the Director of the Public Procurement Office of 28 June 2017 (hereinafter – the Description), the Civil Code of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter – the Civil Code), other legal acts regulating public procurement and these Conditions of the Survey with Publication of a Tender Notice (hereinafter – the Survey Conditions/procurement documents). Matters not provided for in the procurement documents shall be directly governed by the provisions of the Public Procurement Law and the Description.
1.4. No prior information notice concerning the intended procurement was published.
1.5. The contract notice was published in accordance with the procedure established by the Public Procurement Law in CPP IS at: https://viesiejipirkimai.lt/epps/home.do.
1.6. The procurement shall be conducted in compliance with the principles of equality, non-discrimination, transparency, mutual recognition and proportionality, and with the requirements of confidentiality and impartiality. Decisions concerning the Survey Conditions shall be made in accordance with the principle of rationality.
1.7. The Contracting Authority is a value added tax (hereinafter – VAT) payer.
1.8. All procurement conditions are set out in the procurement documents, which consist of:
1.8.1. the contract notice;
1.8.2. the Survey Conditions (including annexes);
1.8.3. clarifications (revisions) of the procurement documents, as well as answers to Suppliers’ questions (if any), provided through the CPP IS electronic communication tools;
1.8.4. other information provided by means of CPP IS.
1.9. The authorised person for maintaining direct contact with Suppliers and receiving from them (not through intermediaries) notices related to the procurement procedures is Evelina Augutienė, Public Procurement Expert of the Administration and Finance Department of Invest Lithuania, public institution (Upės g. 23-1, Vilnius, tel. +37067048888, email evelina.augutiene@investlithuania.com). Communication shall take place only through the CPP IS communication tools, except for:
1.9.1. communication when signing or terminating the Contract and when performing or amending the procurement contract;
1.9.2. submission of claims (claims may be submitted by fax, electronic means or, against signature, through a postal service provider or another suitable carrier);
1.9.3. other cases mandatorily established in Article 22 of the Public Procurement Law.
1.10. The Supplier is responsible for carefully examining all procurement documents, including the proposed Contract terms and all revisions and clarifications of the Survey Conditions provided by the Contracting Authority, and for obtaining reliable information about all conditions and obligations that may affect the amount or nature of the tender or the provision of the Services. If the Supplier wins the public procurement, no request to change the tender price or the procurement conditions established in the procurement documents and the tender will be accepted.
1.11. [bookmark: _Hlk532547134]At any time before conclusion of the procurement contract (framework agreement), the Contracting Authority shall have the right, on its own initiative, to terminate the procurement procedures already commenced if circumstances arise that could not have been foreseen and, pursuant to Article 29(3) of the Public Procurement Law, must do so if the principles laid down in Article 17(1) of the Public Procurement Law have been infringed and the situation cannot be remedied.
1.12. A green procurement is being conducted. The environmental protection criteria are set out in the Technical Specification (Annex 1 to the Survey Conditions).

2. SUBJECT MATTER OF THE PROCUREMENT

2.1. The subject matter of the procurement is services for the implementation of a digital content project in a German media outlet. A detailed description of the Services to be procured is provided in the Technical Specification (Annex 1 to the Survey Conditions). This procurement is not divided into lots.
2.2. Suppliers are not permitted to submit variant tenders. Variant tenders are tenders in which different characteristics of the subject matter of the procurement and/or different terms of the future procurement contract are proposed.
2.3. If, in describing the subject matter of the procurement, the Technical Specification refers to a specific model or source of supply, a specific process characteristic of the supplies or services provided by a particular Supplier, or to a trade mark, patent, type, specific origin or production, each such reference shall be deemed to be accompanied by the words “or equivalent”.
2.4. If, in describing the subject matter of the procurement, the Technical Specification refers to a standard, technical approval or common technical specifications (a Lithuanian standard transposing a European standard, a European technical assessment document, common technical specifications in the field of information and communication technologies, an international standard, other systems of technical reference established by European standardisation organisations, national standards, national technical approvals or national technical specifications relating to the design, calculation and execution of works and the use of supplies), each such reference shall be deemed to be accompanied by the words “or equivalent”.

3. GROUNDS FOR EXCLUSION OF SUPPLIERS

3.1. The Contracting Authority shall not verify whether any grounds for exclusion of the Supplier provided for in Article 46 of the Public Procurement Law exist.


4. SUPPLIER QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
4.1. A Supplier participating in the procurement must meet the following minimum qualification requirements:

	No.
No.
	Qualification requirements for the Supplier’s technical and professional capacity
	Documents evidencing compliance with the qualification requirements

	4.1.1.
	During the last 3 years (up to the expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders), or since the date of its registration (if it has been operating for less than 3 years), the Supplier has properly implemented at least one digital content project in article format in a German national publication* on the economy, business or investment environment of a foreign country.



* The term “German national publication” means a media outlet operating in Germany with nationwide reach (German: überregional), whose content and audience are not focused exclusively on a single city, federal state or other limited geographical area, and which is intended for an audience throughout Germany and reaches that audience nationwide.
	After the Contracting Authority has examined the tenders and selected a potential successful tenderer, only that tenderer will be requested to submit the specified documents:

To be submitted:
A list of implemented digital content projects in article format, indicating the publication date of the article, the German national publication, the subject matter of the article, and links to the commissioned article or digital copies thereof.

Note: The Contracting Authority shall have the right to request the Supplier to provide additional documents or information confirming the proper implementation of the digital content project.



4.2. The Supplier may rely on the capacities of other economic operators in order to meet the technical and professional capacity requirements established in the procurement documents, irrespective of the legal nature of its links with those economic operators. The Supplier may rely on the capacities of other economic operators in order to meet requirements relating to education, professional qualifications and professional experience only where those economic operators themselves will provide the Services for which such capacities are required.
4.3. Where the Supplier relies on the capacities of other economic operators, it must, when submitting its tender, provide evidence confirming that the resources of subcontractors or other economic operators on whose capacities it relies will be available to the Supplier during performance of the procurement contract. Such evidence may include preliminary agreements, letters of intent or other equivalent documents confirming that, if the procurement is won, the resources of other economic operators will be available to the Supplier during performance of the procurement contract (a scanned document shall be submitted in electronic form).
4.4. Where a joint tender is submitted by a group of economic operators acting under a joint activity (partnership) agreement, the Supplier must submit with the tender a declaration (Annex 3 to the Survey Conditions) on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions separately for each member of the group of economic operators. Where a joint tender is submitted by a group of economic operators acting under a joint activity (partnership) agreement, the qualification requirements specified in Clause 4.1 of the procurement documents must be met by at least one member of the group of economic operators or by all members of the group of economic operators jointly.
4.5. The Supplier may rely on the capacities of other economic operators irrespective of the legal nature of its links with them. If the Supplier has indicated in its tender that it intends to engage subcontractors or other economic operators on whose capacities it relies, the Supplier must submit with its tender declarations of those entities (Annex 3 to the Survey Conditions) on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions, confirming that they meet the qualification requirements specified in Clause 4.1 of the procurement documents (according to the obligations they assume in performing the procurement contract).
4.6. The Contracting Authority will require up-to-date documents confirming compliance with the qualification requirements only from the Supplier whose tender, based on the evaluation results, may be recognised as the successful tender.

5. PARTICIPATION OF A GROUP OF ECONOMIC OPERATORS IN THE PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES

5.1. If a group of economic operators participates in the procurement procedures, it shall submit through CPP IS a digital copy of the joint activity agreement. The joint activity agreement must specify the obligations of each party to that agreement in performing the procurement contract intended to be concluded with the Contracting Authority and the value share of those obligations included in the total value of the procurement contract. The joint activity agreement must provide for joint and several liability of all parties to that agreement for failure to fulfil obligations to the Contracting Authority. The joint activity agreement must also specify the person representing the group of economic operators (with whom the Contracting Authority should communicate on matters arising during evaluation of the tender and to whom information related to the evaluation of the tender should be provided). The procurement contract will be concluded with the responsible partner specified in the joint activity agreement. A scanned document shall be submitted in electronic form.
5.2. The Contracting Authority does not require a group of economic operators, whose tender has been recognised as the best tender and which has been invited by the Contracting Authority to conclude the procurement contract, to assume a specific legal form.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk493754912]PREPARATION, SUBMISSION AND AMENDMENT OF TENDERS

6.1. By submitting a tender, the Supplier agrees to the procurement documents and confirms that the information provided in its tender is correct and includes everything necessary for the proper performance of the procurement contract.
6.2. The tender must be submitted only by electronic means using CPP IS, available at https://viesiejipirkimai.lt/epps/home.do. Tenders submitted on paper in envelopes will be returned unopened to the Suppliers or returned by registered mail and will not be accepted or evaluated.
6.3. Tenders may be submitted only by Suppliers registered in CPP IS (registration is free of charge at https://viesiejipirkimai.lt/epps/home.do).
6.4. Tenders and other correspondence must be prepared in Lithuanian and/or English and/or German. If the relevant documents are issued in another language, a translation into Lithuanian and/or English certified by the Supplier or its authorised person must be submitted (the translated document must indicate the first name, surname and signature of the person who performed the translation). If the Contracting Authority has doubts as to the quality of a translation of a document submitted in the tender and/or its conformity with the content of the original document, it reserves the right to require submission of a translation of that document certified by the translator’s signature and the stamp of a translation agency and/or to require that the signature of the person who performed the translation be notarised.
6.5. The Supplier may submit only one tender, either individually or as a member of a group of economic operators. If the Supplier submits more than one tender, or if a member of a group of economic operators participates in the submission of several tenders, all such tenders will be rejected. The Supplier shall be deemed to have submitted more than one tender if it submitted the same tender both in writing (on paper, in envelopes) and by means of CPP IS.
6.6. In the tender (Annex 2 to the Survey Conditions), the Supplier must indicate whether its tender contains confidential information. Information specified in Article 20(2) of the Public Procurement Law may not be treated as confidential. The Contracting Authority may not disclose to third parties information received from the Supplier which the Supplier has indicated as confidential. If the Supplier has not identified any confidential information, it shall be deemed that the Supplier’s tender contains none.
6.7. If the Contracting Authority has doubts as to the confidentiality of information indicated in the Supplier’s tender, it shall request the Supplier to prove why the information indicated is confidential. If the Supplier fails to provide such evidence within the time limit specified by the Contracting Authority or provides inadequate evidence, such information shall be deemed non-confidential.
6.8. The tender consists of the totality of data and documents in electronic form submitted by the Supplier, comprising:
6.8.1. a completed tender prepared in accordance with Annex 2 to the Survey Conditions;
6.8.2. a completed declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions, in accordance with Annex 3 to the Survey Conditions;
6.8.3. a digital copy of the joint activity agreement, where a group of economic operators participates;
6.8.4. a digital copy of a power of attorney or another document (e.g. a job description) granting the right to represent the company when submitting the Supplier’s tender;
6.8.5. where the Supplier engages economic operators – evidence that these resources will be available throughout the entire period of performance of the contractual obligations;
6.8.6. other information and/or documents requested in the Survey Conditions.
6.9. The Contracting Authority does not require the tender and declaration to be signed.
6.10. The tender must be submitted through CPP IS no later than the deadline for submission of tenders specified in the contract notice (Lithuanian time).
6.11. The Contracting Authority has the right to extend the deadline for submission of tenders. The Contracting Authority shall notify all Suppliers of the new deadline for submission of tenders by means of CPP IS.
6.12. The tender must specify its validity period. The tender must remain valid for at least 90 days from the expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders (the day of submission of the tender is not included in the calculation of the period). If the tender does not specify its validity period, it shall be deemed to remain valid for the period provided for in the procurement documents. If the tender validity period specified in the tender is shorter than that specified in this Clause, the tender shall be deemed not to comply with the requirements established in the Survey Conditions.
6.13. Before expiry of the tender validity period, the Contracting Authority may request Suppliers to extend the validity of their tenders until a specifically indicated deadline. A Supplier may reject such a request without forfeiting its right to the tender validity security, if such security was required. A Supplier that agrees to extend the validity period of its tender and notifies the Contracting Authority thereof in writing shall extend the validity period of the tender security or submit a new document confirming the tender validity security, if such security was required. If the Supplier does not respond to the Contracting Authority’s request to extend the validity period of the tender security, does not extend it or does not submit a new tender validity security, it shall be deemed to have rejected the request to extend the validity period of its tender.
6.14. Before the deadline for submission of tenders, the Supplier may amend or withdraw its tender without forfeiting its right to the tender validity security, if such security was required. Such amendment or notice of withdrawal of the tender shall be recognised as valid if the Contracting Authority receives it through CPP IS before expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders.
6.15. The price of the subject matter of the procurement stated in the tender shall be given in euros and must be expressed and calculated as specified in Annex 2 to these Survey Conditions. When calculating the price, all requirements established in the procurement documents must be taken into account (scope of the subject matter of the procurement, components of the price of the subject matter of the procurement, requirements of the Technical Specification, etc.). The price of the subject matter of the procurement must include all taxes and all other costs/taxes incurred or potentially to be incurred by the Supplier in connection with the subject matter of the procurement. The tender price shall be stated to two decimal places.
6.16. The Contracting Authority shall not be liable for unforeseen circumstances due to which a tender was not received or was received late. A tender received late shall not be accepted.


7. [bookmark: _Hlk493754924]ENCRYPTION OF TENDERS

7.1. A tender submitted by the Supplier may be encrypted. A Supplier that decides to submit an encrypted tender must:
7.1.1. before expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders, submit an encrypted tender by means of CPP IS (the entire tender or the tender document specifying the tender price shall be encrypted). Instructions on how a Supplier can encrypt a tender can be found on the website.
7.1.2. before the start of the envelope-opening procedure (meeting), submit through the CPP IS communication tools the password with which the Contracting Authority will be able to decrypt the submitted tender. In the event of technical problems with CPP IS, where the Supplier is unable to submit the password through the CPP IS communication tool, the Supplier shall have the right to submit the password by one of the following alternative means: to the Contracting Authority’s official email address info@investlithuania.com, by fax or in writing. In such a case, the Supplier should be proactive and make sure that the password submitted reached the addressee in time (for example, by contacting the Contracting Authority via its official telephone number and/or by other means).
7.2. If the Supplier encrypts the entire tender and, through its own fault, fails to submit the password before the start of the envelope-opening procedure (meeting), or submits an incorrect password by means of which the Contracting Authority is unable to decrypt the tender, the tender shall be deemed not to have been submitted and shall not be evaluated. If, in the case referred to above, the Supplier encrypted only the tender document specifying the tender price and submitted the other tender documents unencrypted, the Contracting Authority shall reject the Supplier’s tender as non-compliant with the requirements established in the procurement documents (the Supplier did not submit the tender price).

8. [bookmark: _Hlk493754932]TENDER VALIDITY SECURITY

8.1. The Contracting Authority does not require tender validity security.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk493754936]CLARIFICATION AND REVISION OF THE SURVEY CONDITIONS

9.1. The Survey Conditions may be clarified or revised at the initiative of Suppliers by addressing the Contracting Authority through the CPP IS communication tools. Requests for clarification of the Survey Conditions may be submitted to the Contracting Authority through the CPP IS communication tools no later than 2 working days before expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders. Suppliers should be proactive and submit questions or request clarification of the Survey Conditions immediately after analysing them, taking into account that the content of the tender may not be changed after expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders.
9.2. Before expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders, the Contracting Authority shall have the right, on its own initiative, to clarify or revise the Survey Conditions.
9.3. When responding to each request submitted by a Supplier through the CPP IS communication tools for clarification of the Survey Conditions, provided that the request was submitted before expiry of the time limit specified in Clause 9.1 of these Survey Conditions, or when clarifying or revising the Survey Conditions on its own initiative, the Contracting Authority must publish the clarifications or revisions in CPP IS no later than 1 working day before expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders. If the Contracting Authority does not provide the clarifications or revisions within the specified time limit, the deadline for submission of tenders shall be postponed for a period no shorter than the delay in providing the clarifications or revisions. When responding to a Supplier, the Contracting Authority shall at the same time send the clarifications to all other Suppliers that have joined the procurement, but shall not identify the Supplier that submitted the request for clarification of the Survey Conditions.
9.4. When clarifying or revising the procurement documents, the Contracting Authority must ensure the anonymity of Suppliers, i.e. it must ensure that a Supplier does not learn the names or other details of other Suppliers participating in the procurement procedures.
9.5. The Contracting Authority will not hold meetings with Suppliers regarding clarifications of the procurement documents.
9.6. Any information, clarifications of the Survey Conditions, notices or other correspondence between the Contracting Authority and the Supplier shall take place only through the CPP IS communication tools.
9.7. If the clarifications or revisions provided materially change the requirements for the subject matter of the procurement, the requirements for Suppliers or the requirements for preparation of tenders established in the procurement documents, the deadline for submission of tenders shall be recalculated from the date on which the clarifications or revisions are published by means of CPP IS. Following the changes referred to above, information on the amendments made shall be sent to all Suppliers that have joined the procurement and shall be published together with the procurement documents.

10. [bookmark: _Hlk493754941]PROCEDURE FOR OPENING ENVELOPES CONTAINING TENDERS

10.1. Envelopes containing tender data, other information and documents shall be opened no earlier than 30 minutes after expiry of the deadline for submission of tenders.
10.2. Suppliers shall not participate in the initial examination of tenders.

11. [bookmark: _Hlk493754946]EXAMINATION OF TENDERS

11.1. The submitted tenders shall be examined and evaluated by the Procurement Commission. Tenders shall be examined, evaluated and compared confidentially, without the participation of representatives of the Suppliers that submitted the tenders. Observers shall not be invited.
11.2. The Contracting Authority shall verify the information provided in the declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions and shall decide on the compliance of each candidate or tenderer that submitted a tender with the requirements.
11.3. If, together with the declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions, the Supplier also submits documents evidencing compliance with the requirements, the Contracting Authority shall not evaluate them at this stage of the procedure.
11.4. If the Supplier has not submitted a declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions (or has submitted a declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions for only one entity), the Contracting Authority shall contact the Supplier and request it to submit this document within a time limit specified by the Contracting Authority, taking into account the time required for Suppliers to complete the declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions.
11.5. If the Supplier has indicated in the declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions that it does not meet a requirement (for example, does not meet a qualification requirement), the Contracting Authority shall reject the tender of such Supplier and shall not evaluate it further, and shall inform the Supplier of the rejection of its tender.
11.6. Having evaluated the declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions, the Contracting Authority shall, within 3 working days, notify each Supplier in writing of the results of this verification, giving reasons for the decisions taken. Only Suppliers that meet the requirements established in the procurement documents shall have the right to participate in the subsequent procurement procedures.
11.7. Tenders of Suppliers whose declaration on compliance with the requirements set out in Clause 4.1 of the Survey Conditions confirms compliance with the applicable requirements shall then be evaluated in the following order:
11.7.1. it shall be verified whether the tenders comply with the requirements and conditions established in the procurement documents;
11.7.2. the tenders shall be evaluated according to the criterion for evaluation of the most economically advantageous tender established in the procurement documents;
11.7.3. the documents of the Supplier that submitted the most economically advantageous tender, confirming its compliance with the qualification requirements, shall be evaluated.
11.8. Before determining the successful tender, the Contracting Authority shall require the Supplier that submitted the most economically advantageous tender to submit up-to-date documents confirming its compliance with the qualification requirements. If the potential successful Supplier fails to submit the required documents through the CPP IS communication tools by the deadline specified by the Contracting Authority, or if the documents submitted do not demonstrate compliance with the requirements, the Contracting Authority shall reject that Supplier’s tender and shall request the relevant documents from another Supplier whose tender, according to the revised ranking of tenders, may be determined as the successful tender.
11.9. If the Supplier has submitted inaccurate, incomplete or erroneous documents or data concerning compliance with the requirements of the procurement documents, or if such documents or data are missing, the Contracting Authority must, without infringing the principles of equality and transparency, request the Supplier to clarify, supplement or explain those documents or data within a reasonable period specified by the Contracting Authority. Only documents or data concerning the Supplier’s compliance with qualification requirements, quality management system and environmental management system standards, the Supplier’s authorisation for a person to sign the tender, the joint activity agreement, the document confirming tender validity security, and documents unrelated to the subject matter of the procurement, its technical characteristics, conditions of contract performance or tender price may be clarified, supplemented, explained and newly submitted.
11.10. The Contracting Authority may request Suppliers to clarify, supplement or explain their tenders, but it may not request, propose or permit a change to the substance of the tender – a change in price or other changes as a result of which a tender that does not comply with the requirements of the procurement documents would become compliant with those requirements.
11.11. If, during evaluation of tenders, the Contracting Authority finds errors in the calculation of the price stated in a tender, it must request the tenderers to correct the arithmetic errors identified in the tender within the time limit specified by the Contracting Authority. Taking into account the provisions of Order No 1S-95 of the Director of the Public Procurement Office of 28 June 2017 “On Approval of the Methodology for Establishing Pricing Rules”, the unit rate offered is decisive; therefore, when correcting errors in this case, the original unit rate offered may not be changed, although the total comparative tender price may be changed.
11.12. The Contracting Authority may refrain from evaluating the Supplier’s entire tender if, after examining part of it, it determines that the tender must be rejected in accordance with the requirements of the Public Procurement Law.
11.13. Clarifications of documents submitted by Suppliers, explanations of the content of the tender and corrections of arithmetic errors indicated in the tender shall be submitted only through the CPP IS communication tools.
11.14. Pursuant to the provisions of Article 55 of the Public Procurement Law, the Contracting Authority shall determine the most economically advantageous tender if all of the following conditions are met:
11.14.1. the tender complies with the requirements, conditions and criteria established in the contract notice and the procurement documents;
11.14.2. the Supplier that submitted the tender meets the qualification requirements established in the procurement documents pursuant to Article 47 of the Public Procurement Law;
11.14.3. the Supplier that submitted the tender clarified, supplemented or explained the information within the time limit specified by the Contracting Authority, as provided for in Article 45(3) of the Public Procurement Law;
11.14.4. the price offered is not excessively high and unacceptable to the Contracting Authority. The price offered shall be deemed excessively high and unacceptable if it exceeds the funds allocated by the Contracting Authority for the procurement, as established and recorded in Annex 2, Tender Form, to the procurement documents.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk493754962]EVALUATION OF TENDERS

12.1. Prices stated in the tenders will be evaluated in euros. If prices in the tenders are stated in a foreign currency, they will be converted into euros using the reference exchange rate between the euro and foreign currencies published by the European Central Bank or, where the European Central Bank does not publish such a reference exchange rate, using the reference exchange rate between the euro and foreign currencies established and published by the Bank of Lithuania on the last day of the deadline for submission of tenders.
12.2. The total tender price including VAT, expressed and calculated as specified in Annex 2 to the Survey Conditions, will be evaluated. The Contracting Authority will evaluate the total amount payable, i.e. for a Lithuanian Supplier that is a VAT payer – the price offered including VAT; for a Lithuanian Supplier that is not a VAT payer and would not become one during performance of the procurement contract – the price offered excluding VAT.
12.3. The Contracting Authority shall select the most economically advantageous tender on the basis of price.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk493754968]RANKING OF TENDERS AND DECISION ON THE CONCLUSION OF THE PROCUREMENT CONTRACT

12.1. Having examined, evaluated and compared the tenders submitted, the Contracting Authority shall establish a ranking of tenders (except where only one Supplier submits a tender). The ranking of tenders shall be established in descending order of economic advantage. Where the economic advantage of tenders submitted by several Suppliers is equal, the Supplier whose tender was submitted earliest through CPP IS shall be ranked first. The tender ranked first shall be recognised as the successful tender.
12.2. Except where the procurement contract is concluded orally, the Contracting Authority shall, no later than within 5 working days, notify interested candidates and interested tenderers through CPV IS of the decision adopted to determine the successful tender on the basis of which the procurement contract will be concluded and shall indicate the established ranking of tenders and the successful tender.
12.3. The Supplier that wins the public procurement must sign the procurement contract within the time limit specified by the Contracting Authority. The time for signing the procurement contract may be established by a separate notice through the CPP IS communication tools or specified in the notice of the successful tender.
12.4. If the Supplier invited to conclude the procurement contract refuses in writing to conclude it, fails to sign the procurement contract by the time specified by the Contracting Authority, or refuses to conclude the procurement contract under the conditions established in the Public Procurement Law and the procurement documents, it shall be deemed to have refused to conclude the procurement contract. In such a case, the Contracting Authority shall offer to conclude the procurement contract with the Supplier whose tender ranks first after that of the Supplier that refused to conclude the procurement contract, provided that the conditions set out in Article 45(1) of the Public Procurement Law are met.
12.5. When concluding the procurement contract, the price or other conditions of the successful Supplier’s tender and the procurement conditions established in the procurement documents may not be changed. Where, in accordance with the procedure established by tax laws and their implementing legal acts, the Contracting Authority itself must pay value added tax to the State budget for the acquired subject matter of the procurement, this tax included in the tender price or costs shall be deducted when concluding the procurement contract or framework agreement.
12.6. The procurement contract must be concluded immediately; no standstill period shall apply.
12.7. The Contracting Authority shall publish the successful tenderer’s tender, the concluded procurement contract and amendments to the Contract, except for information the disclosure of which would be contrary to legal acts regulating the protection of information and data or to the public interest, would prejudice the legitimate commercial interests of a particular Supplier or would adversely affect competition between Suppliers, in the Central Public Procurement Information System in accordance with the procedure established by the Public Procurement Office no later than within 15 days from conclusion or amendment of the procurement contract, but in any event no later than before the first payment under it is made.

13. [bookmark: _Hlk493754975]PROCEDURE FOR EXAMINATION OF CLAIMS AND COMPLAINTS

13.1. A Supplier wishing to challenge decisions or actions of the Contracting Authority before conclusion of the procurement contract must first submit a claim to the Contracting Authority in accordance with the procedure established in Chapter VII of the Public Procurement Law. A decision of the Contracting Authority adopted after examining the Supplier’s claim may be appealed to a court in accordance with the procedure established in Chapter VII of the Public Procurement Law. If a claim is received after the Contracting Authority’s working hours, the day of receipt of the claim shall be deemed to be the next working day.
13.2. The Contracting Authority shall examine only those Suppliers’ claims that are received before the date of conclusion of the procurement contract.
13.3. Upon receipt of a Supplier’s claim, the Contracting Authority shall immediately suspend the procurement procedures until the claim has been examined and a decision has been adopted. The Contracting Authority may not conclude the procurement contract earlier than 5 working days after the date on which written notice of its decision was sent to the Supplier that submitted the claim and to the interested tenderers.

14. [bookmark: _Hlk493754978]TERMS OF THE PROCUREMENT CONTRACT

14.1. The procurement contract to be concluded must comply with the successful Supplier’s tender and these procurement documents.
14.2. During its term, the procurement contract may be amended in accordance with Article 89 of the Public Procurement Law. Amendments to the Contract terms shall be formalised by written agreements of the Parties, which shall form an integral part of the Contract.
14.3. After conclusion of the procurement contract, but no later than before performance of the procurement contract begins, the Supplier undertakes to inform the Contracting Authority of the names and contact details of subcontractors known at that time and of their representatives. The Contracting Authority also requires the Supplier to inform it of any changes to the aforementioned information throughout performance of the procurement contract, as well as of any new subcontractors which it intends to engage subsequently.
14.4. The Supplier undertakes to ensure that the procurement contract is performed only by persons entitled to engage in the relevant activities necessary for performance of the Contract.
14.5. The Contracting Authority may decide not to conclude the procurement contract with the Supplier that submitted the most economically advantageous tender if it becomes apparent that the tender does not comply with the environmental, social and labour law obligations referred to in Article 17(2)(2) of the Public Procurement Law.
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